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EDITORTIAL

As this is being written, the mimeographed sheets of this
second Checklist lie piled up on my bookcases, ready for binding;
mountains of pages, I am reminded, as I look at them, of a terse
comment made when I was on the wrong end ef the editorial blue pen-
cil, M"Marion Bradley writes well,” said this editor, "she just
writes too much," As I look at all this wordage -—I’m inclined to
agree with him!

The mimeographing of the major part of this list is less than
perfect; seduced by some fantastically cheap mimeo paper offered by
Montgomery Ward, I ardered enough for the whole job, It turned out
to be 16 pound whlte which looks perfectly beautiful when mimeo~
graphed on one side, and perfectly dreadful when printéd on both
sides, because of the excessive thin-ness of the paper, which allows
the prlnt*ng on the reverse to show through. Not belng sl LI
couldn't afford to discard ten reams of paper and perforce had to
use it, I think each page is readable, if hardly as attractive as I
hiad hoped,

The first of these Checklists was intended only as an unoffi-
cial- gupplement to Jeannette Howard Foster's invaluable reférence
work, Sex Variant Women in Literature (Vantage Press, 1956), In this
second llstlng, it was my desire to list every novel of lesbianism
ever printed in English, with sufficient information to permit the
would-be reader to find a copy o6n his own --and, not least, to decide
in advance whether he wanted it,

That, of course, was the major problem. Many subscribers are
completluts* tiecy would buy willingly, and at almost &ny price,-any
novel dealing remotely with homosexuality or variance, However, 1
felt this list should also be of use to non-completists; so that the
ordinary reader can decide which books she wishes to own at any
price,and which‘bocks she can pass over as trivial, of limited in-
terest, or worth, at most, a quarter or six bits spent on a paper-
back edltlon or cheap used COPYe

It is also a fact that books dealing with lesbianism must be
judged largely sui generis, & "gecod" lesbian novel is not always a
zood novel, while a very fine novel may treat so vaguely of lesbian
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Editorial, continued.yoy
matters that it simply is not worth the trouble of csguiring for this
specialized purpose,

I have tried to view each book three ways. First, I have tried
to indicate whether the book deals (A) mainly with homosexuals and
their problems; or (B) homosexuality is included mostly for its'
sonsatlonallsm, or (C) is largely‘a novel of the theatre, a murder
mystery or a novel of family life, contalnlng at most a few glancing
references to a homdsexual character in the theatre, murder or

family of the novel,

Second, I have attempted some critical judgment. Many lesbian
novels, especially those recently flooding the news’stands, or vhnpity
oubllshed by a "writer'" with more money than talent, are simply
trlpe, A badly written book may, of course, treat alncerely and hon-
estly of lesbianismj; but the odds are agalnst it, I am taking it for
granted that no one, except the completist collector mentioned above,
wants to pay a fabulous price for some trashy book whith contains’
only the most fleeting references to lesbianism anyhow, And third,
where a book belongs more correctly to the field of erotica or of
borderline pornography, I have so indicated, so tkat the serious
student won't waste his time on it,

When I have not myself read a bvok, I have tried to give an
impartial review drawn from at least two sources, 1 have tried to
devote most of my spacc to books which are not well known. Books
reviewed at length'in the J.H, Faster work have been given only
brief mention here, Mast of the reviews not written by me were
supplied by three trustworthy literary judges; Gene Damon, largaret
Ives, and Dr, Foster, The last-named, with really overwhelmlng
courtesy and generosity, tirelessly supplled bibliecgraphical infor-
mation and full reviews of books‘'I had not seen, Miss Damon wrote
rany orf the reviews on this list, and‘in several cases where 1 did
not choose to use her precise wordﬁng, she was responsible for
supplying me with the precis, synopsis or summary used in writing
my own review, And if I were to list all the friends who assisted in
this endeavor by sending me hooks, clippings and newspaper announce-
nents of tifles, this editorial could run‘to six pages, Special
mention should go to Leslie Laird Winston, of the WInston Book
Service, to Margaret-’Ives, whe cut some of these stencils when my
own flngers gave out, to Ruth Wieland arl LauraJean Ermayne, The
last-named even lent me several volumes from her private collection,

And no copy ef this Checklist could be mailed out without
nentlonlng the one person who, beyond all others, made it possible;
rorrest J, Ackerman, who first introduced me to thlS special branch
of literature, who fias been endlessly helpful, sympathetic and
encouraging, and without whose help and 1nterest I would long sincé
have left this Herculanean task to someone better qualified tha n I,

and now the work winds up for another year. Happy readingt
Just turn the page and start --and don't forget to write}
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- ?HB'CHECKLIST.QE LESBILK LITERATURE 1959 ¢

mditor's note; An asterisk (%) before a title means
T Aave noti read 'this bonk, ‘and its inclusion is bas-~
‘edZon infovmabiod-from one ‘or more of the reliable
« Eonreces hientioned-in“the Editerial. - Two asterisks

(»%) mean I have 10 reliable information about this
title and-you'shduld buy at your own risk, A review
“in quotation marks indicates .that --even when I have
read the book ~-:I prefer-someone else's ‘judgment to
my own, Initials in slanted brackets --as //GB//-
indicate the _Source of the rcv1ew.

A'DIARY OF LOVE - Iaude Hutcheno. Neu Dlrectlons Press 1950, Py-
° ramld books 1552,

- "'Billed as "the awakenlng of a teen-age girl to
love,” it takes the heroine Nael through™a ‘bizafrre gamut  of exper-
iences, ‘both:as observer and partic¢ipant, -Her grandfather seduces
his (male) music pupilsj‘a nymphomanic housemaid Sleeps with the
whole“family“in turn, from Grandpa-down to ‘Noel herself, Heird
stuff, but written’ W1th a detachment and: dellcacy "pemidiseent ToT
the Colette novels.

i LESSON IN LOVE - uargaret Creal. Sinon and Schuster 1957.

. g AHES
a Canadian orphan girlts teen—age pa551on for-a beautiful school-
riate, which never reaches specific exXpression, ‘It ends”in bitter
.Gisillusion when the older girl, at-a”summer houséparty, tries to
force-the heroine Nicola, her guest inta.a distasteful affair with
a boy, the-better to deceive hér mother about-a 51mllar affair of
her owfly ... " //DLD / .

*«ADAIL AND TUO LVES- - anonymous. peacon Books 1956
. -A reliable source

calls this "such'tripe I.couldn't read it thoroughly.” Roughly it
is the story of a young -woman whose lover dies, leaving hér neurot-
ic¢ally-heartbroken, *Shé meets 'a Buropean couple;‘the Slavic wife
seduces her easily because she feels a woman's love does not .cons-
tltuoe'lnlldellty to her-dead lnver, Once 1n1t1ated shé becomes
“invoived in a-long affair 4 trois with woman and husband -She is-
f£inally extricated (somewhat the worse for wear) by a male friend,
vhom she later marries.

ADVENTURES OF KING PAUSCOLE - Pierre Louys. Varlous and sundry’ ed-
itions, including some privately printed, The standard trans«
lation is in the-Collected iorks of Pierre Louys, Liveright 1932
illustrated, whwch al'so contains "Aphrodite” and "The Songs of
BilitisH, lhlS Wwas also issued'in paper covers by Avon Books,
1955, without the illustrations, -
. King Pausole, of -an 1mag1nary .



country, has a hundred wives and approves of Rabelaisian promis:i;2-
cuity for everyone except his daughter, .iline, .line runs away

with a young actress,‘liirabelle, and King Pausole goes after her

on a topsy-~turvy hunt, wildly funny 4nd satirical of all "civil-
izedt sex customs. A rlbald c1a331c.

__AFFAIR- UITH A. GREEN I:IONKEY — Theodore Stur‘geon, (In Venture S-F,
May, 1957) ~Short fantdsy dealihg-with the reaction of a nor-
mal" male to, a supposeq homosexual, Ironlc and strange.

“AGAINST THE UALL- I\.athleen Millay'.~ Macaulay, 1éz9. -
sndligi o - .. .+A college novel

_w1th prqnounnﬁdfﬁesblan overtones,-by the ‘sister of the famous
poet. -

P R

i i i
PRI A o A .",,e‘l.. PRPReY (_.‘:........... [P

I

ALL .SHOOK UP - Peyson Antholz. Ace’ Books, 1958“ ‘

. -+ . ~Alan Peerman, a
Sma11~town teen-age rowdy, finds' himself warmly ‘attnacted- to ‘How-
. ard :Sirche, newcomer.who. attracts viclous rrumor by his shunning of
. women, . HoWard,.a “self-dlreetgdq .person,.doesn't -waste time ‘
protesting: the numors, but. Alan f;ghts .against them, 'spurred. by’
the memory - of ;a homqsexualjgplsode in his.early teens at -the hands
of his minister, :The manner:in which Alan struggles.against his-
own fear:of this.friendship, -and the. ambivalence of .Lis feelings,
maké this much better than-the run~of-the-mill-"shecker®, and in
splte of the male empha51s, t's worth readlng.

‘ALL MY SINS 2 Norbert Estey. 5904 Uyn MCMLIVz “Crest Books 1956

- in;arlong and explicitly. sexy-book abouf-Ninon 1l!Enclos-are
,one or two: buried episodes.; .Unlgss .you. are mgd-about, ‘history,
it 1sn't worth the: e%forgbof peadlng the whole book to. flnd tﬁem.
‘ALL WOMAN'S FLESH -,Paul Bodln. Berkeley Boaks, 1959. S
The’ paper
cover of thlS novel mentions a-lesbian affair but I read the

whole book and coutdntt, find the slightest: variant or lesbian in-

. terest..:Mostly it is the sickeningly dull story of a man's affairs
--with. two or three women;iDgp't blame me if. you waste a- quarter,

z'*AMONG THE DAUGHTERSF- Apgna Ehters;) Coward-McCann, 1955. o
1, .an

,autobiographlqal novel o: Lucy, -mgdwesQern g1r1 who like the

.- author, f;qallx becomes.a dqncer -and choreographer. The passion~

. ate, .butf.not overt. friendshippbetWEEHbLuey and: school friend oc-

cup{es a good bit “of’ space ‘early in the book:" 7J / "more a -
sympathetic novel 6f the theatrical world than lesbiana but very

_-good, nevertheless..."//MMI[/ . B R

t*ANN VICkERS - SinclairlLewxs,q Doubleday, 1933.V;fw‘

~.-.One - entire: chapter is a
v101ously eondemnatory episgﬁe, invplying an unpleasant 1esblan,

in a long noveI a out woman suffrage,; Tl

-'_4 ti.
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ANNETTT: ALD - SYLVIE = Romain’ Rolland, ' ilenry Holt, 1925. 30
g : .~ 1st velume of
"The ‘Soul-Inchantedi, /1 douls aith a love affair between two young

half sisters who have not met until their teens.

APHRODITE - Pierre Louys.: (See.data on Aventures of, King Pausole)

- This-also’is-a classics 'Though it revolves around Chrysis,.a
courtesan in Alexandria, a large:part of the story 1s dévoted to
the -love of two very young glrls RhOdlS and Myrtoclela._

nPPOINlMENT IR ARIS - Fay ndams - Faucett 1952,

(This has also
.had a recent. paperback 1ncarnat10n, though the prec1se date escapes
ne,) An,American girl in'Paris has a brief affair with.a French-~
- woman, and she is thereby enabled to break the hold of her 0ld-maid
aunt She later marrles. Entertalnlng but not too well wrltten.

rAUNlS STORY THE - Patrlck Uhlte. Viking Press, 1948
The nervous
breakdown of a neurotlc, thlrtYlSh spinster. A successipn of var-
iant episodes ends in 1nsanity. The reviews I've seen are vague;

buy at your own ‘risk, This book has had: excellent crltlcal rev1ews.

ASMUSIC: AND SPLENDOR =- uate O'Brlen.- Harper 1958,

R Y ; Unfortunately,
the copy of this book I ordered did not:rafrive in time for me.to
review it-with the thoroughness it.seems to deserye, This is a
novel of two young-Irish glrls who . enter the colorful world of the
Italian opera‘in the late ninetecenth operas: One of thesergirls,
Claire Palvey, falls in:love withia-Castilian girl, Luisa, and the
affair ‘is treated with “warmth and intimate compass1on” This
should: be:nf particiular Interest to music-lovers -=~=- there are not
mahy good novels of the opera -~ as wellvas to collettors of lesbia-
na, Reliable sources:indicate this is a major novel, published by
one of America's most. reputable publlshers whlch.should indicate
somethlng or: other. - o

AMAKE LIONIQUE = Astrid Van Royen. Duell~-Sloan and Pierce 1957,
Crest Books 1958
The story of a girl» growlng up 'in’some Buropean
country, not identified ~--probably Holland or Belgium; The book
was ' reviewed 'in the Ladder because 0f the brief eplSOde where Astrid
goes to live with heér uncle Rainiery,s She lives upstairs with Rain-
ier, 'while her aunt Carla lives downstairs with a lesbian friend,
D1n1. .Despite a "broadminded! and “"impassioned™ plea for under-
standlng of the lesbian pair, Rainier strictly forbids Astrid to
associate withsthem. The substitute Rainier offers sent my eye-~ -
brows straight up:into my hairline. (In the interests of fairness,
I'11 quote the DoB’ rev1ew""ﬂenderly and with candid beauty, Astrld
tells the story of her childhood® .....well it's candld anyhow.



THE~BELL ~ Iris Murdoch. Viking, 1058 ‘ Zﬂ——
- Ilnle in emphusis, this novel
is'written.by a wodan and with- femanlne uelledcy. it was also.a
.. Book=of=the-~llonth club selection, surprlslng for a novel on such
- a subjeft:. Maybe this préefaces some such wholesalé -acceptance of
the topic at least in‘litérature, .End of opinion, beginning.of
‘review, ﬂlchael lMeade, leader of a lay Anglican community, is a
man of honor,. 1ntelligence ‘and” 1ntegrity....and a homesexual ‘His
hopes of- belng ordained as a’priest were'destroyed' in Michael's
schoolmaster: days through:an. essentiélly innpcent. . affair-with.a:
pupil, Nick:. Fawleyi :Years: ldtey;, ‘when" Mick is:a melancholy and
suicidal alcoholic, he erupts into the life of imber Community,
and the disastrous éntanglemens. between Michael, :a guileless’ young
chap:named:Téby, and Nick, caudes the collapse of the community °

.- and several:personal: dlsasnerg. "But':it's not ‘alligloom. and-doom,

The.-scenes:laid:in. ImberiCommunity.are.keénly delightful, . The .
- insights: into-all aspeéts:ofc humaddity-areé-ginmost without.: equal :Ln
.any novel.of this; kznd., Evéen in the midst of: the shattering -
tragedies Michael remains ablé to survive and survey his personal
disaster and still know:that one’day: ¥Yhe would experdence agailea..
~ that.. infinitely’ extended requlrement that one human belng makes
-"upon another...." . ,..L 'iigj B 3 (ld-i, R ,e .

. T .
H,BIRTh OF THE GODS -~Dm1trd Merezowakil.r(Trans. Natalle Duddington)
’ J.M, Dent Ltd 1925. _

i ‘In ancient Crete, during the days of the
,;bullsdances, one of the priestesses and dancers is Die, an oddly
bisexual: young girl. Though: ‘attracted.and attractive to men; Dio
is wvowed to yemain a virgin. in'the.service of the Great: Mother.~
+'A large:.part 'of the novel-deals with her passionate emotional friend

ship with: 4 ‘younger neovice; Eodas: One of Dio's admirers plots.to
- havei Epia. killéd in thel buil-ring ‘feeling that the younger girl

has: bewitched .Dio- and ‘made her: ‘unable’ to love a manj instead, the
.~ death of-Eoia-~ nearly*destrnySfDlo too. Thls 13 an incandescently
}‘beautlful gloW1ng stcryL"” Gilom Do o

J -! ey
ke .ron e

«BITTER LDVE - Dyson Teyior.—*Pyramid Books, 1958

This got on the
list by mistake - as long-as it's here, I'll glve it a quickie
review, . :CosSmepolitan- gpld-ddgger Aiexandrha marries ‘rich, handsome

young mystery man, only to discever she has been.married: to cover

o cup . forv her’ husbandﬂs ‘homesexnal love:affair.with his’business part-

ner, -The oldér man:turns. eut {6 becan-understinding;  kind, sympath-

o etier character but: Alexandra destroys bhe: whole household wlth

' 4."consum;nate bitchery. ..... I engoyed 11‘., you miéht. o

.

:CALLmD AND THE CHOSEN THE.- Mbnica Baldwinz“Farrar, 1957. .;v'

£ Cerliini e ‘This -
: fine novel ofeeonvent life contains assim the story of Sister
,vHelena, removed from the office.:0f :Novice Mistress because of the

' -zpassionate. crnShes (schwarmerei) 'she’ inspired in.theé postulants

undey heyr: care; "Her own: ‘behaviok;c it.18 made ebvious, was strictly
correct even for a nun, but after this unfortunate experience,



3
Sister Helena took refuge in-a chllly and’ dlsavrooable nanner to
keep everyone at arnls length.,' After her death the narrator, Sister
Ursula, refers to her as "The one human being I-ever loved, w? ot
Spe01flcally lesbian but a LlnC otudy ox reprOSSLon and Lruotratlon,

#CARMILLA ~ Sherldan lonanu (in Green Tea and Other 3tories, ark-
. ham House, 1945). Heird story o= & 1esnlan vanplre.. :

**CAROLA = Felix Forrest, Duell, Sloan & Plerce 1948.
hrief and

. (see uppendlx)

#CATARSLQUE, THE- Robert Goldstone. 'Rlnehart 1958,

High~ grade
adventure story of an archaeologlcal expedltlon in Spain, A sin-
ister. Spanish Contesa is attracted to 'young Stephanie, ‘daughter of

- one ‘archaeologist, and on a swimming'party, takes her into-an anci.
ent shrine where a Goddess wds worshipped by extinct races, in
rites specifically lesbian,- This sequence forms a very snall part
--two chapters --~of the novel, .

dlsparaglng” mention of lesblanlsm only

CENTLURUS CHANGBLING; Marion 1mner Bradley‘(rantasy and Sc1ence
- Fiction, fpril 1954.),

How does a writer review her own work? I
- left thlS offlast year!s ehecklist” because it ' isn't specifically
lesbian, received three protests insisting:it's at least fvariant”,
Ruth Iloland reviews it  for-me hereé; "Beth prevnant and afraid on
‘a' world where childbearing is fatal to EarthMOmen is cared. for by
the mysterious Cassiana’ Cassiana is one of the t ree wives of the
Archonj.they all live together in the closest possible polygamous
harmony.until the jealousy of the youngest wife  against the
intruder', Beth, brings about'a-:hear-trazédy, ' Beth's daughter
bears an uncanny 'resemblance’ to Casslana.....”//RU// t/hat can
-a’ mere author say to that° Naturally I booe you’ll al¢ read it,
Sbut I warned you! o 2 ‘
.CHILD -IN THE DARK=- Rosemary Tlmperly. Crowell 19)6

Two out of

three stories in this we]l—ertten book by ‘a’.young author involve
intenge, though not' explic¢itly lesbian® devotion between Brltlsh
boarding-school mistresses and a pupll 4 _

CHILD: MANUEL., THE = Christa Winsloe, Farrar 1936 (Trans. Agnes
Scott). ' The'book of' the movie Madchen in Uniform, Motherless
lanuela is accused of a- sordid affair with schoolboy friend:Franz;
the real attraction is his mother, She is sent to a fantastlcally
strict German boarding schoolithere she encounters Elizabeth von

. “Bernberg, ‘a warm compelling woman who, though very’ reserved ‘wins
the hearts of all the emotionally- starved children; nuela exX~
hilarated and a little 'drunk at a school ‘party, babbles of her love
and is punlshed so strlctly that she commlts su1c1deQ




©
CHILDREN'S HOUR, THE= Lillian Hellman, (This appears in several
collections. of American-plays and:is in most libraries), The

3rumo; of lesbianism (unfoundod wreoks 4 achool and the llvesoof
‘the women who.run ity . .. .. g S Ll

: CHOCOLATLS FOR BREAKFASL - Pamela Moore. Rlnehart 1956 Bantam
... Books,. 1957. W

‘ K- candld and shocking study of a- yoqng glrl*s dlS—
integration of personallty. The first episode in the book is -
Courtney’s rejection by.a schoolteacher on whom she has a crush,
After this Courtney's affairs grow wilder and wilder ~--though all
héterdsexual -~ but the ongfixed; pointl im her- life is her affect-
ion for e SChboI\room-mate, Janét, Janet'?s suicide shocks Court-
ney into pulling; herself. together.wﬁhe episodes.are.not explicit,
but. they are unmlstakable.

'chx OF' worlm“,N- Nanoy Morgan. Gold Meda]: Books, L1952 1959.';-

- A ware
time story,lald 1n ﬁawai;, ‘an'bagpaoks is:a nest of butches and

. partners, .but the.gals_putSng Zeb” info- such’ messes™ 1t makes the
gay ones seem tame," Racy stuff, pot:badly-written. ... =

CLAUDINE AT SCHOOL v Sidon}eaGabpgelle Colette {trans, Antonia == -
White), Farrar, Straus & Cudahy, 1956..: First.printed: in: 1900
~this ran. through a: few .dozen, edltigps but this new translation is

- §ood bit racler than: the; old‘Bonl edrtion" +©laudine is a tom-
- boyish, mischeivous, Frenchrcountry secheolgirl at a: day: sgchool where

't‘the pupllo run wild. begause the two schoolmistresses are.sitting in
. ;each other's: 1ap$ ~=literally; - Claudine’s. impertinent obserwation

Clof their: do;ngk an& her., own; domlpatlon pfr her: Xittle: classmate Luce,

‘j;make tpls that, rarlty - ansplcy book that's well written. IR

CL&UD%NE-IN PERIS ~ Farn@r, etc 1958. ($$0PTPRESS' Avon Books just
puu this ‘on; theznews standﬁ under thﬁ title GLAUDINE),h(pii.,

v e - oW .L1V-
1hg 1% Parik with her’ absent-minded Papa 17 year 0ld Glaudine has
her hair cut off and takes up with her "pretty boy" cousin Marcel,
with whom she efcrgngap-ris pleonfidencesar :She. encouhters Luce,
who has run’ away ¥rom school and "is living with an. elderly uncle,
Luee ponfides to., Glaud;ne\a;l the-reyolting-.details:of her protecte«
or's affection ecking., gonﬁplgtlon; rbut:Claudine iis:only. repelled,
"Dryodt’ think I plck up oldrmenls 1eav1ngs?"rGlever, rather:racy
stuff by a famous.French’ noVellst. (Oh, yes, though after CLAUDINE
rColette abandone lesp;anlsmtas such; -there are lesbian characters
“inthee backgronﬂg of1§eyera1 of, hernovels-and the: attitude is
always symgakAﬁ,t . : ,gndepstandlng.) e

**CONFESSORS QF THE NAHB - Gladys Schmlgts— Dlal 1952 Permabooks
71955‘(Th¢ ngllne and Fall- of .the Reman Novel-. -1 mean émpire,
One € apacter Qr ;ana est Lna ,- 1s -giVen -to "naméless indecencies"
,_1nclu ing. 1l sﬁ;anism, and t ere ‘1g.aBaturnatia’scene which: con<
“'tains just what ohe would expegt +of a--Saturnglia.; This. is a. fine
novel --I 13ve it -~ but the lesbian élement isn't worth reading’
the whole book for unless one enjoys long novels of ancient Rome,
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*CONFORIIST, THE -.ilberto Loravia,  Farrar, Straus &Young, 1951
ﬂ‘\‘
penetratlnf studj of a U&CLot whose. corpulsive drive for conformity
...aestroys everything he might have loved, An interlude between
his wife and heér friend forhs an interesting climax before the
macabre endwng..."//L \DDLR// .

CONSIDER- HER JAYS = John Vyndham- (1n 'Sometlme Never!). Ballantine~

Books, 1956-7, .This was reviewed in "The Ladder” so I read it,
It's a funny, frlghtenlng story of aworld in: which all the men’ -
have died »ff and socievy i5 modelled on the bee or ant, However
most .of the story is.taken up by an impassinsned. plea for; her p01nt
of view'by a survivor from the present, wko_feels the world is
empty without lovers, N

*COUSIN ‘BETTE - Honore de Balzac, v op :

' This dates from 1835 or there-
abouts and is probably to be found in libraries_or the ubiquitous
"sets" of Balzac in second hand stores,  'It deals with the half-
realized passion of ‘Bette) .a thwarted_spinSter, for a married woman,

#%CHILDREN OF THE STONE LIONS.- ‘Paul Hacket, Putnam, 1955,

I have
two reliable reviews -~ but they sound as if the reviewers were
talking about two different books = so.-I gave this two .asterisks,
buy at .your “own ‘risk, ”l 1An unhappy and confused man discovers
that the wrecl: of his mwrrlaﬁe and death of his. baby daughter are
the long-ransc results of.an .affair between his wide and a board-
ing 'school friend who fe-enters her life and seems rather pltlful
and appealing at first, DBut she's poison in the end..." and #2;
TJackie, the lesbian chdractér is presented as the one upright
and moral member of the cast, ' The tribulatlons of a rev1ewer*

#CRLEEP éNTO THY NARRGY. BED - Leonard Blshop. Dial 1954; Pyramid
195 : e
Uell I hunted and hunted for a copy of this and couldn't
find it on the news stands, : For 35¢ I suggest you read-it and -
make up your own mind --and when .you. do, L”ASE send IME a review!

COMEDIANS, THE - Louis Couperous- Doran 1926. 510 2
" A historical novel
laid in ancient Rome in the days of Domltlan. A lesbian pair,
niéce and cousin of the Imperor, go in. .for street:adventures dis-
guised as gladiators, lore 1nterest1ng ror history fans than
homophiles and not very etpllClt as I remember 1t. :

DAMNED ONES THE - Guy des €ars, Pyramld 1957

. . More variant than
lesblan, this deals with a mémber of the French noblllty ambi-
guously sexed enough to-be classified female at birth, "She' grows
up unequivocally a male, but retains the name, dress and character
o a woman to avoid a’scandal --which comes anybcw when she
carries on with an eccentrlc ungllsh lady.._ :



¢
- e
DANGEROUS GAMES - Tere.,ka Torras, -_al 1957 ‘
- "Juliette, return-
- ing: from a vacation, C discoveis £5%t ek hushqnd is5 hav1ng an.
- affair with, Fran001ge her best friend, To her surprise, she
‘ ‘dlSCOVGTS also that ‘she is" “Jealous not of: Fremcoise,’ but of her
- husband;~and that her- fEelsngs toward Francoise'are turnlng into
Apa531on.;.” “Pereska Torres-is' one of the yery few authors of
paperback novels who can write frankly without'turning it 1nto
borderline erotlca. Th*s may be .an excluszve perogatlve of .
?Frenchwomen. S ‘ e - : ,

*DANGEROUS WORLDS ‘- Joan O'Donovan., Morrow, 1958 '
‘ ' Sevenal of

”“the short stbries’in this volume -have '3 variant ‘tinge, The most
“pertihent’is“"Johnnie"; ‘d "roarin' bull- dyke" WAC /GD//

DARK ISLAND, THE - Victoria Sackville-west* Doubleday, 193h-3
Shirin ;s the, 1ntrqapecqive, “uniconventional, “over-emotional
- wife of Vénr, the 6ur‘owner of.the estate of, §torn, the "dark
-'}~island" .of the'tible. ~Vénn' tréats ‘Shirin so’ badly that she - ..o
‘turns ‘for love“and ‘affectitn to: Christine her’ Husband's sec—
- retapry;’ Vemfl-arranges ‘for -Christifa to be’ drowned in a boatlng

"acc1dent" | A gloomy but haunting boqk.;wwz

**DARK LAUGHTER Sherwood Anderson~ Bonl & iverlght l925.;,_

: ~The.
:V‘lesbian element i1 £his Hovel:: is very sllght 114 1eave it

" off the list” eXcept for the connection between the publishing
"’ houSe-of Liveright and the paperback. firm of Avon Books. Almost
'jqany ‘book under “the Boni and/or leerlght imprint might appear
1*7;as an. Avon Book sOoner dr-later.‘ . , .

¢DAW¥9£§EAKS THE HEART - William Davey— Howell Sekkin and co,
f'Long novel about Philip boy. of artistic temperament
iandeewashJexﬁractrbn ‘tracifig his childhood ;adolescence and
_ inferierity’ complex. About;, page 230 he drpnkenly elopes’with
an’odd girl,: Vivian;'a feq-brlef*spells pf - xrrespon51ble, non-
‘sensiyal’ Ton' dre’ 1nher§pbréed #ith violent Tove-making and even
© more violent quarrels,:‘durihg ‘bne’ of Which' ¥ividn taunts her’
husband with the fact that she is a lesbian, He flatly refuses
- to believe this until bhey'bécdmé'involved With 2 married
. ‘couple;i the woman lhakes ' serloup,passes at Vivian and the man-
twitters’ at Philipl  The' subSedueht ‘brawl ‘provokes a flight .
by ‘car baek® & New Yorky -%he marrlage ‘breaks up: and when Phillp
tries to'effect a: reconcil atipn;: he' ‘discovers Vibian playing.
house with a- girl~fiiend, 'A11° véry melodramatic, neurotlc and
'Mmthmm;mm.”"ﬂ'm”_“ s nen e e
o DAW&ON PEDIGREE - Dorothy Sayers. Harcourt 19280
A dontt, know
"how thls got*on the 1isgt,: bnt havé a. penéllled note to. the -
effect that“it's:in“the" 3 ﬁ. Foster’ bobk. I.can't find it
there; so- 1nvést1gate at your oWn ‘risk, (There has to be one’

Snafu in every list, *ho? ) ~=See appendix
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#DELICATE - FTRL - ¥aomi Fitﬂ*iron Huroourt, 1932, ; fza
: The title story
of a colleCulon of ubllCdtoly beautiful, short stories laid in
ancient Grecce; 1t deals with'the poetous Sappho and her group
of girl-~ lOVLrS. (I have read other bocks by Naomi Mitchison and
AN thg strength of that; I'd récommend this one without qualifiza-
tion. '

DESPERATE ASTLUM —Fletchpr Flora. pdperback 1956
STOP PRESS; Pyramid

books Just re-issued this under the titIe WHISPER OF LOVE,

I had to
throw out 'my prepared review of this ore because I-have. just read
it myself, It's a very sad, unhappy story ‘of Lisa, disgraced by
the' exposure of a lesbian affalr, and Avery Sherldan, a neurotic
young millidnaire who hates women as women because his mother was
,promlocuous. They marry in"an attempt to escape their paats

narriage being the "asylum", Quite foreseeably the marriage does
not work out and after a lot‘of misery all round, they both wind
up dead == Avery shoots Lisa, then himself. Fletcher Ilorg writes

in a sort of vague, sinister style which suvgosts the surrealist
mannerisms of Anais Nin --and I wonder who is hiding behind that
pscudonym anyhow9

DESPERATE REMEDIDS- Thomas Hardy... Harper, 1896,
W Sty This may be in
your local fairly-large library, The cpisede involving a servant
girl and Her mistress, though discreet as in all English nevels of

that period, is unnlstakably rolevant -

DEW IN APRIL -~ John Clayton. Kendall and Sharp, 1929. -
The convent
of St. Lazarus of the Butterflies, in Privence, in the year 1212,
is ruled over by Mother Léonor - a warm, passionate woman desplto
her stern sclf-discipline, She is adorcd and: feared by all, and no
one remonstrates when she takes a.gypsy waif, Doleres, 1nto the
convent because she is‘attracted to her. Much of the beok is
concerned with the disaster which the.practical, skeptical and
common~-sensé Dolores causes among the hysterics and mystics of
the convent, It is alsa a subtle and becautiful -study of adolcs-
cent eroticism b10osom1ng into fnnocent homosexuality under the
pressures of repression and deep cmotion., This devotion between
Dolores and the twoé youngést noviaes, Dezirada and Clarisse, lcads
them to fantastic “lengths, Tragedy oWCCpS the convent when Dolorcs
finds a ‘knightly lover ‘and Mother Leonor conspires to shield the
girl she‘loves "from the punlshmont she would otherwise have, - Laid
against ‘the panorama of the’ spurious Doomsday terror. of 1212, when
everyone cxpected that the reddcnlng of the sKy ”mlght not be
sunset’, but the world beginning td burn", the, book .is the central
volumo of. a’ trilogy which ioxms a vast .oxquisite panorama of the
Middle Ages,’ : e

L



'wrltten story of iﬁtense attachment betweeﬁ two Brltls

rredoubliﬁg'her heterboc§unl aft gi
“togethers Despite the stad A?xClPIlClt ‘§éx,. which is glmost .

‘and- most hohest “pic ure

‘womah - to- teach and’ 1nSpire' plana -is, thoroug
and ironi¢ tréatment of, the trou

run along 1n. S

‘any literary prizes,. but’ hdmosexuele.wi

DIANA A STRANGE AUTOBIOGRAPHY - "Diana . Fredericks" - Cltadil Press
19359 Dlal 1939, ‘Berkeloy Books (papor) 195), 1957.
‘ . A;confessed
autoblography, ‘this is prosumably too well known tq noed deserip-
tion, - It describes the yquth slow sclfaknowledge and. adjustment
to- her" homosexuallt % 'young - waman, . .and 'is perhaps.the best
£ Yosbian ‘1life as it must be lived _out=
side the "gay" circles of large c1ties. It is a very good anti-
dote to too much Ann A,dr;ch. Al -,},w . o

v

" . DIANA: STAIR - Floyd Dell,.". Earrar and Rinchart,. 1932. ey

A long novcl

" of the carly l9th century,. Diana, 4. woman writer, also ¢xplores
living as a: mill-girl schaolteacﬁo

r and suffragette; as well asg
a Brook Farm type: community. Ihough attracted to men, she is never
without - "some) older ‘Woman, . tﬁ‘adore pnd cmilate, and  some ‘younger:
ﬂly unconventlonal,
seizes’ many ‘maseuline privllcges and’ her story is -a <delightful -
'%10 women ‘can- gct into when they
don't un’ smobthly 1n thd ru&s;lald down by 5001ety foruwomen to

\..)( .
( v

DIARY ‘OF A 15 YEAR' OLD‘FRENCﬁ dIRL- Ciotee. Avoﬁ Books, 1957,
and this 1s our old friend, CLAUDINE AT oCHOOL

DISAPPEARANCE, THE - Phlllp W&lib. Riﬁehart 1951 verious paper-
backs onc currently pn ‘the. stands.‘,-:

A viciously satlricglvstory
in: whléh for Fhe' women all men disappear, .and . for the men, all-
women vanlsh. Both parallel worlds approach homoscexuality but Wy-
lie, though theoretlcally defending lesbianism, .has_his. protagonlst

reject it for ‘hérsdls, ‘safing ”1'm ‘not’ 4 child."

DUSTY nNSWER < Résaiiond Lohmgnn;” Holt 1927.,‘,"7 o
b “Well. known “woll
ﬁ college :

) *

glrls, which coIors the! 1atén Iife of both.

i

.....

wdi’énd

Toni ‘are tWo‘airllﬁe stewardes‘es. VEI sleeps qroﬁnd with- men75%
and: bnée ‘4n an- alcohélic s herself £o make love to.. -,

Teni, - -Shé tries 0 ‘fres herselgj omngn%£§ %old onlher Sy ‘f;
T8, bu wo-girls endcup. "

mandatory in “this kind‘of th ng, fhe ook mikes. some effort. at
serious evqluotion of*tﬂe ro ems. nvo% ed. It will. qnever Win‘w

bewpleasﬁﬁ~wmth the
promise of hdppiness FTor’ the, tine gir Sy gqg hetorpaexunals: mlght
find: themselves “Stleakily in' éxm at by == £or- gertainly: lesb1anlsm
is' a wiser- 8€Yutioh tb’Vhl's ‘Me'ssed=up’ 1ife thah her tpugh-girl .
premiscuity,
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EITHER IS LOVE. -.Elisabeth Craiginae  Harcourt, Brncc, 1 Q3RS ‘Lion
Books 1952-56, ' _

‘no*“ i Melassict piaften the (dedthoof fher-hus-
band-the narrster re-rpeadsobhe lc,Lnrs in which she had déscribed
to him, before cheir erJJ 7o, ker intense love affair with anoth--
er woman, L believe this bool is without any cqual in sympathetic,
detached and temderly compassionate trcatmcnt of a lesbian romancc.

ELSIE &ND THI GHILD- arnold Bennett. Dorﬁn 1924,

"Common scnse!
treatment of an attachmont between Eva; a-girl of twelve, and her
nursc Elsie, culminating in ‘a hystcrlcal outbreak -when Eva is
sent to school, ; :

. ELSIE VENNER - Oliver Wendell Holmes. ' 1875 or thereabouts, 4
classic of the macabre found in mdny-laboratories...l mean
libraries; thc pseudo-scicntific explanation dfféred for Elsie's
arffinity with snakcs make the mistake natural,...her mother was
‘bitten by a rattlesnake before her birth, However, the portrait
of Elsie 'is such that onc might suspect Dr, Holmes of genteelly
covering his elinical picture of a 19th century wvariant girl by

the polite fiction of making her a creature of fantasy rather
than psychology,.- Part of the story hinges on Elsic!s compulsive
domination and attraction of .a young schoolmistressy the teacher
trecats her with revulsion until Elsie falls ill, when Helen over-
comes her aAntipathy to watch over Elsie's dylng hours w1th
tenderness, - , - =

¥ ESTABLISHMENT OF. MuD;ME ANTONIL.y, THE- Leyla Georgie. leorlght
1932, From all accounts thig is ncarer erotica than les-~
biana, Strictly at- your—own-rlok [ .

EVIL FRIENDSHIP, THE - Vin Pacrbr. Crest Books, 1958'
- ¢ This is a
well-written, if somewhat scnsatlonal murder’ and cusponoo story
in which two ‘supposedly English children {though the idiom of
the story is very definitely not:English)- together plot and
carry: out' the murder of the mother of“one, who plans to scparate
them, The romance of the little girls, though complicated by some
exceédingly pscudo psychology, has an authontlcally hair-raising
ring. ind, though the story left a bad taste in my mouth, I will
grant’ that it 'is probably an 1mportant contrlbutlon to the liter-
aturec,
({(And<if you will allow the od*tor a brief parcnthesis;
don'ty I implorec you,. fail to read CCMPULSION, by Mcyer
Lev1n thé fictionized version of the Lecopold-Loeb murder
and triel, lMeyer Levin is the husband of Tcreska Torres,
mentioned many times in these lists, and translates all
his-wife's work.:  The element:is male, but CCMPULSION is
a far better book: than the above~mentioned EVIL FRIEND-
SEIP whith made me think of it, and far, FAR morc sym-
pathctlc. For better undorstandlng of the fantasy cle-
ments in both novels; THE MAZING CRIME .ND TRI.AL OF
. LEOPQLD 'AND LOEB —papcrback of recent date ~ probdbly
“scrved as reference material for BOTH novels, )
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%EXTR‘ORDINARY WOMEN -~ Compton Mackenzie. Martin Scckcr! Londog,
:'1928; New: Adelphi 1932y (recont ‘reprint, ‘hardcover, - 1snow -
available from Winston Book Service --scc Inside back cover).a
witty and sophisticated satire .of an island rcsort literally
. sWarming: w1th "extraordlnary women# of all 31zes ‘and- shapes and
- agess. _

FAIR GAME - Clement wood and Gloria Goddard. Woodford Press 1949,
Beacon Books 1948, Just about what you'd expect from the Wood-
ford press; risque entertainment .with plenty of bedroom detail,
* just evasive ‘enough to allow the book to be sold above rather
than below the counter. Kour young ‘girls come to the Big City to
become "Fair Game™ ‘for the dangers lying in wait for girls, and
we all know what these are., One girl, Hazel, falls in with the
dangerous women 1nstead of the dangerous men. It takes all klnds.

FEuR AND THE GUILT THE- Wilene ohaw. Ace Books, 1954. e
g ‘Ruby, a

glrl softball player, is 1nfatuated with Christy, a sweet :leech
type. She brings Christy to her. Tobacco-road home, where to avoid
suspicion: Christy.-allows herself ‘to: ibe .seduced by Ruby's father
and 80 fqrth and ;0 on. "SyMpathetic for a. shocker, “but oh’ Myz
FORBIDDEN PLF#SURES = Barny Bevlin. Berkeley ‘Books: 1958 ThlS
.. was' originmally: publlshed'as "Moon.Kissed" and Nlll be- reviewed
-under-. that timleJ‘ 11-4 ERETN S gs: R _
*GEORGIANA - Maude Phelps (McVeigh) Hutchens. New Dlrectlons 1948
"The story of sensitive'Geogiand: and her: emotional development.
In the first part she: is -a'¢hildiin Virginia. " The writing is '~ -
" clear and straightforward .and: there is: no: ‘hint- of “future sex- life,
The second part, laid in a boanding-school, concerns Georgiana's
adolescent years, There are three minor variant attachments.be--
tween students around Georgiana: in-her: own age group.- A serious,
quite detailed lesbian affair between two Of Georgiana's classmates
results in.one. of-the 'girlsi heing expelled.- Thére is also a less
specific -but.more kfiteresting ‘affair between one 'of the older.
girls and:a’ teachery The teacher-leayes the -school"under: pressure.
In-the third: part Georgiand failsj in:later lifej to £ind Love
w1th anyone,,she blames this.on a 'lesblan complex' "//GD// .

GIRL'S DORMITQRY - Ornle‘Hitt. Beacon Books 1958 -”

r ERODS e ThlS is supposed
th detall the ev1ls of off;campus hou81ng in colleges -=-in¢luding
predatory -lesbian: housemothers, : bedroom cuddle-sessions and show-
ers; and:a, predatory handyman who sleeps on the premises when he
isn‘t sleeping with the’ glnls. IU's a goOd way to waste an even-
ing and I do noan WASTE, S oul o , , ,

4GIRL lLONE - Christa Winsloe. (Trans.x;gnes Ne111 Scott) 1936
- but my reference omistted the publisher?!s name," By the- aut hor
of.. "The Child Manuela" and I am assured 1t is of interest but
I've no detailed review handyz

(last-minute ndte it1s reviewed
the J H. Foster book-but no room to revxew it ﬁere. Gogd ewe in

. o~ R RN HE - e s wial K ’
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GJQI{L,‘V{:’:{Z [ THE < GDLDEN ‘EYI‘._;, THE - Honore de Bqlzac (1835 or ﬁlheree
‘about). Trans. . by Ernest -Dowson;. leerlght 1931 Avon. 1957,59,

A macabre episodé’in the Human Comedy it deals w1th the Chevalier

de Marsay'!s attraction for Paquita, slave=girl to a “sinister

Marquiseand, written. in what an acqualntance .of mine calls "very. .

French ‘Prench,™ 7 X

*QTRES OF THE “FRENCH QUnRT‘ER = éhn B, Thompson Beacon Books l95h.
=~ -"This.is so, near Lo pornography that. I . doubb AL i‘t ays to list
it," says my reva.,ewer,','ﬁnteres,tmg“ly, eno ugh,;th og,g m.sure’

:.t is written -for. women,; .This is sbron “.Ly :nom,ant An settlng;
.wardrobes, ,m.mo:r: charaeters g proper na;n,e.g,L rete, ¢ Mosp,o the
de tion »--pretty explicitly desor:n.beclj -=-18 heterq,sexual, but not

flfl‘l"“f //‘JHF// :;‘ T Sl I 5 IR YTt nodo -( D cu

GITANETTE - Colette & (in Music—'HaIl bidehghts, Farrar, 1958
t;x«!:i.mn:ed,Jln1 one,jvolume with M:Ltsm}.)) £ opretty; and:pathetic

. V;.short story of a dancer “who Tost h&r 1esbian sweetheart to another,
sy Lo
LSS BLAY PpN THE - Edwin Fadipap"er. ,Signee, 1956. . =3 g ”g;;;}l
(o ey ~A I‘l
Ioses ‘her po.rents is unsuited to poverty and turns expens:me
ll—girl. - In ”the Stoery there is; one lesbian episode,. trea -edm
w1‘bh a tenderness “and sympathy greatly at variance with the same

aqthar's condempngtory, attitude in: L&x S:Lstg ¥ My Beloved. ERG S

Q}»DEN JUNGLE, THE -W.H. Harris, ., Doub}eday, 1957 Beri{e’.l.ey 1958
"Brithle, rmve‘,l ‘abouta wall strept, banker.x.,h:us i)eauta.i‘ul wife:
:‘Lsr u, lesbi Lan, but. . herfnaive‘.liy Jbelieves. .her. fqmth—fuL becayse: she "
uﬁaefe}:s e company ofe Momen. .,.dbn,ouement og J:he st.oryw is h:us
"'}mc,e entrance. into. her: bgudo'i;‘..' . TS .

, o, [P RPE ,,Ar,,‘[__,_ . T TR ,,,,.-,f
‘GOLDEN, NYMPH, - THE, = “Ro 'l;D"eb'iissy“ and L sMaxime. Brookwood Pu‘b—
";JJ—’,.S'T,.“%%',Z 53;-;3’;; bugsy -and. Les, Maxim
BT e AECO rd:.ng to,x‘he cataﬁ.ogne ,}'a nOVel inv.olving
eyery as,pect bf J_sexx .nymphoman}a a,nd lesb;mn.lsm. -Knowing, the
Broo)gvooo,gl‘ people, T £eneve ity dn ghort,. a sex.y bopk ‘with. no. pre-
tense’ of; belpg y‘th' else.

AT T
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s:{‘)_’:fq ST ala veoA .:.;.:_,. T

. BREENGGE, Sywu:n '.mn.- Rumer Qodden.,m,VJ-kmg 1957,

e ~ _ure .Engl:.sh
b‘,‘ulcff’e agked 1 a ench 1nn durlng‘the‘g.r m,o ﬁe illness; -
ar, aunt t

are. ay’ t:he merey . (f gmgempepu I £ha }t"hc ers. u he, inm,

¢ gmche thesd 18 a losbiah couple ey stay i‘n the background
excest for a pertinent (or 1mpert1nent) question by one’ small
girl, "But_'hdw_can_a_lady be_in love_with another J.agy"" Minor,

- -— - ee e e am we e PSS e -
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GREEN ngemLxNDER THE - Mat;de Pwﬁaag;lgr. Houghton, Mifflin, 1933.
Anol greient=historiea id a r;ng, the,sei egngﬁ@royr A
t9ﬁsi§§‘r§[k 'e"'partp.?? t ”nm{% éaals wix the pass aﬁsmﬂaéenda:
B2 PR R ;@*’;Ij*ﬁ
“ . sculina m rs & a,gengder .km@;:e
L %em nifie” ﬁf\?gl d love%s gn gbo17f‘-nei&!c ildren. i
of Camilla works some havoc on the other girl, but itts been ten
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'rﬁﬁl&caane seems; Tremariab

years since I had a copy of the becok in my- hands and my memory{lf
though accur te or cuzh in the orligary way, 1is biurry about the
detall..u ‘yolﬂét iked SMHET IR “pml" 01 whirth’ of the Gods",lt
is yolr me*zt jcur nrbf'nrcnm 1s, *‘or "Spr:.ng 'Firer" and ‘the
11kel 'skl‘p 11:. o L R

*GCHEEN WALL ? Ti-IE - James Wr ght. Y’ale”Un:LVersz.ty Press, 1957

0 : --r

collectlon oi‘ poetry,L gome on Sapph1¢ Ll;xemes. Completlsts note. .

%-HALO IN BRN‘SS -éJohrr Evans. ‘Bobbs-‘Merrlll, 19'11.9 -Bantam- Books .1958
A prettgn“ g1 diSappJears ‘and ‘her par‘ent's hn‘e ‘& detéctive to
find her’. *The. gir‘l’s desiription sets him: hunt:mg through the-
lesbian ’l‘ianfgé‘uts. T haven*t ¥gad this particular book, but .I've
Fead otlped JoKY Evans ‘mysteriss and ‘they are &ll. 0&d,’ " re-
commend it .sight -unseen and if you don't like the: aperback‘ T11l
buy 11: when you flpish w:Lth ,th...l hunted in vg:.n., BRIy

nAerq WONDERFUD chnvm dra g“‘ﬁlce. ;;,

';S:Lmoh ‘and Schuster 1943.

e This
one I have read; but though Dr, Foster lists AL in,. her index, if
there's a scrap "ot Telsbian Anterest: it wWas 'totS ‘subtls for meé, 1f
"§iou IL:Lke ‘murder mysteries read it yourself and make up. your own
mind; ot TE¥S & Cral “F&.c@ mgu “der’ mystery and: “youd; Tike “tem or: Jou
clon*br bute ip‘ e “almos’t b~1*e tp rev&:.ew one 1ntell'1gently.

X? FEPEAN AP

HEARTH hqm e smmsa, .mnE“ 'R Mar'ca.n Kr’amer. Macmillan -
1956 Pyramld Books 1957 -

e ‘S1"0W d:.s'nrtegratim of a fam:.ly
throﬁgh 1n‘1e;r“¥:ed‘~’madn'bss o “bell’ef in"‘inHerited’ madness, The
oldEst daughte%‘ﬂor%{ Wadted a‘ﬂvéfr a-‘schéol for the' Denf as g -
tedchers: Gareth iy ;Lééf wifH Hs cotiscietfces the youngest daught-
er, ilicaane, is po! rayed~ "EhdrRughly and 4 deta‘il from“her”
earliest chlidhood and her lesbian developm ;nt documented every .
step: off The Wy, * The Steries of tHe TasttD ,‘th family' skim the
whole range of abnormal psycholog with such thoreughness’ that

mpathétvie antf hormal by contrast,
Athougt _~Al;.c:.ane*s‘11.fe Jen‘gs t;c'&g’i‘c‘ally this’4s not In any way
f"cbnné ted’ with' her” homaséXual ‘bent - hgt is, the author d”oes .
not fall back on the tired cliche of” m‘akli'fg‘ 'lesblanism tHe ‘curse
that destrsys her, Her brother Gargth, himgelf very far.from
sanity, cemes: open Alitianer and hér: glrl-lover together ‘and kills
Alieianme, -L%md to me an, iranlc point is made in this cenclusien;
that-the' ehe’ i mhér’%‘i’ g;h qnt‘ily who had esda ed te saniti( and.
%Eglg%is 3.%*reg‘arde& as” i*c‘k%diand abnormél b the: maddest ané of
ac G S VRS ot - ‘
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s Be‘fére re%&éﬁing fur't;he‘.r-j"lf pulﬂ Pk telEake” timg out. fer a

few~ éémments< oA MY swn hook, AT Wriﬁéz" whe gets int y he. homésex-
ﬁbiaédtioﬁ”f’ielduunder ‘her- “owh Hame” {and’ anyone‘ who” doubts, it

‘13* my'lov(;n ln.:nne 1$ welcome tg’looﬁ ‘me’ Up’ ‘on; the “tax x‘oils of'; HaSkell
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Cognty, Texas -- is not apt to be particularly prudish or Purit-
anlcal£ Please bear this in mind when reading the review coming
up next, L -

’ As a-result of -publishing the checklist last year, I entercd
inte correspondence with.about thirty men and women of varying in-
terests, Twenty-nine of these were pleasant citizens, But as al-
ways there was a rotten apple in the barrel, and if I were togiwve
even an evasive summary of the letters I received frim miss R,
Apple (which of course was not her name) this publication could
not be sent through the mails. [

However, during the early stages of this correspondence, before
I fully knew what I had let -myself in for, Miss Apple raved-to- me
about ‘the "beautifully written" books of one:Frances Lengel, which
for one reason.or-anothier were not permitted publication in this
country., As it happens, I had recently read Lolita, which had
been turned down by Américan publishers and finally issued-by the
Olympia Press in Paris, I considered Lolita a masterpiece, and as
a result was feeling a‘little peevish about the general Puritan-
standard of American mores and more 'than a-little friendly taward
the Olympia Press, Miss .ipple, it seems, had an ulterior motive
in telling me about these, It seems she had‘had a couple such
books consfiscated by the Rostal -Authorities, and was leery of -
ordering any moree¢ ' In my soff-hearted,. and soft-headed fashion .l
agreed to:order the books for her, stipulating only that 1 should
be allowed, before passing them.on to-her, to-read them-for the -
Checklist,. She .sent. me the .money,. and in-due -course I received
the books,

Meanwhile a few things had transpired which made me -feel that
just possibly Miss ‘Apple was not qualified ‘to judge a book on ‘its
literary merits alone. - I was therefore, in part, prepared for
them 4= but not entirely; nothing, short of apprentice in a call-
house, could possibly have prepared me for these beautiful boaks.
Their -beauty seemed to consist largely in spelling qut all the
words one usually finds written up on the courthouse toilet. Of
course, fine writers have done the same thing --T.believe James
Joyce and DiH. Lawrence have been cited for this -~ but though,
in fairness, I tried to find -something 'in these books which might
go beyond mere tediously explicit recitals of bizarre sexual en-
counters, I frankly admit; if it was there to find, I didn't find
it' B I o ¥ P ; ST =

Don't get the idea that ‘I therefore approve of censorship. On
the contrary. I was thoroughly revolted by these books, and I
believe that if they were openly sold for a quarter they would
not sell enough copies to pay for a second paperback printing.

I car't imagine anyone of normal mentality actually -enjoying
themy only their lure as "forbidden fruit' would make them att-
ractive to the healthy mind. i . :

Well, T sent them on to their rightful owher, Miss -ipprley, who
shortly thereafter, pulled up stakes and moved, due to "trouble"



.
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in ‘her neighborhood. ~She gave m¢ionly an evasive account .of the
trouble --I1 had cooled considerably since discovering what 'she
considered "beautiful" in hooks <~ but I should imagine she would
‘have trouble whereever dhe liveds L .don't know:where-.she is now,

- and.hastily :addrthat T care less, My corrdspondence with Her‘was
- -occasionally entertaining:-<=she-hadthe ¥virtues -of her faults,
~anie - of which-wds wit, ‘candor an apt i\fe;:m' of* sgtire -~ sometimes’
enlightening; “sometimes: gruesome,l ©oti G vl s LT

R T STy cey e \ :

It was also a literal education .n another field,” ILike most -
readers of the Ladder, I have wondered why the Daughters of Bili- -
< gis isternly ‘refuse to ;put’ derrespondents -intouch with ore mmother,

"Now .T :know tHat:itcisl the rave, [o¢casional.person like Miss uipple -
vihior makes: it rdangerious; At ‘Rer mdst earnest. plea.and seljcitation,

I igave ' ..« her Mame and’nddress to :twe friends-=with:the mest & -
disastrousi-canséquendesy: (I would rot! give"her :the names .of ‘others,
‘though : she:zimpldred me,: since I regard this. partiecular mailing list
:.as inviolate, ‘However,: I saw -no i harm in giving her name;,: at “hen.

ewn'reguest; to twe others whd ‘had: asked for "a‘possible’ correspond-
-enty, In .:botfi';case's-dz-a"oh;, My oren breo Suticm ool e ore o

TR R SN SR+ PN < A SR 1 LT T 0 S N (S U T S B NI

‘This is;where iT'nought t6. say & heartdelt! THANK YOU: te the = -
other-twenty~nine.corrcspondents,’ ' Oné more Tike Miss Apple would
“have ‘souréd: me:on the | fifeld forever, - Now lét's review: some more.,
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HELEN AND DESIRE -Francés Lengel. Olympia Press, date unknown,

' This beok; I :disvoovered voe lute, I's Mot fegal to “import into
‘this: country, :and ‘believe me  iyouTre Aot ‘missing 'a thing, " To "
satisfy ‘yourcunivgityy” Helen,  anlfustraliamw givl ;. ds:a nympho- -
maniac (Cause unktiown ) cand:ctiderggesia: geries of bizarrs adventures
whieh' take h&w nT¥l overicthe wérld:with sailers - dbrplane pilots: -
and-the iliker The isexunl-episedes are prevty’ wild dnd wooly but’
when Jyou'ive' readbhe'cyoutve rread vl iall, 'and I-cerifeéss T skimmed
much:rof .the bodk -in "boredomy chunting:for a:pkot: Tort 1gall «this -
Stuff together,- <Inilone séquenceHelen:is {incrediblyll) ‘hired as
governess:-forica ‘ycumgl g irl ;vond <of iwourise cthe  inevitalike ‘occurss,”
‘Helen.rends: updin iah “Arabian brothsl,l Tonging to finish writing -her
menfolys'i (this Book) o forget he intellligence (what she had ofiit)
‘and become énly "female flesh™, I'd say she had already succeeded
fairly well., The only part of the book which has a macabre inter-
est Ler ‘anyone but pornegraphy mddicts ‘was the account :of ‘Helen's
experience with drugs among' fhe Anabsy: My main-reaction tothis
book.:was vimmbderate rlaughter, @and/ armild wonder' at- the sort of -
people whoawilk -pay:lnpge sumg of moyey dhd risk the attention of
the polige :i-fior THIS? VI Mowldn! tirpay ‘tén cents: erwilk ac¢ress
the Btreet’ forva ‘copy, 'ohcehaving satisfied - my curiositys It?ts -
that curiosity, born of our silly censSorship, which makes such °
things profitable, And now the reviewer will fold up her soap
bok: and ger ‘back tothe ‘sérigust busihess’ of reviewing, ! .- -

f g
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“*FHEROES AND ORATORS -R, Phelps. leDo

!

woll? Oblensky, 1958, iy

_ e
1y buy-at-your-own-risk., No data available, (5¢¢ Appendix) Strict-

HELLCAT -Idabel Williams. Dell Books, 1952,
A ' ~ Fdirly typical -
back feminine novel. The title-deseribes the herging? w;o ﬁgger

adventures with both men and women, includi :
portrayed lesbisn, ’ 11g On?‘sympathetlcally

*HETTY DORVAL - Ethel D, Wiison. Macmillan, 1948, :
q ) e L 5 - This is listed
Oy two of my review sources but no review given, b-a-y-o-r, :

HOTEL, THE -Elizabeth Bowen; MacVeigh 1928." .
) One of the subtle,
vague novels ?or which this writer is Justly famous, In this one
a young shy girl named Sydney is packed off to a hotel at a famous
resort to catch a husband there, but finds herself fascinated by
an older, sophisticated woman whose friendship makes her indiffer-
-ent to men, Nothing is explicit, = ° :

T AM 4 WOMiN- jnn Bannon - Gold Medal Original, 1959.
: _ ; _ With a girl
naked on the cover,-the title ‘proclaims™"T am a womaf --in:love
with another woman---Must society reject me?" The "woman" is
Laura, heroine. of” Bannon's first lez novel ODD GIRL™ OUT, Now-
she turns up'in Greenwich Village, running:away- from her past,” and
first falls in love with her divorcee roommate Marcié (who "reminds
her of Beth") then with Beebo, a boyish "butch" type. Bannon
writes well, with insight and’.pérception, but a really appalling
immaturity, In"the first book, the problem was "solved" whe. Beth
married and Laura ran”away ond‘ they never saw each other again, In
this‘one it's "solved" when Laura resolves never to see Marbiec a-
gain, never to 'see her father agafn, and"to find happiness with
"Beebo -- whose personality, to say the least, doesn't argue any a-
.bility-to succeed in a constructive lesbian relationship --or any
other relationship at ‘all, Maybe; if Bannon writes a homosexual
novel-every year for the next five years, she will end by writing
a good one, I'd call this'one-close, but not yet the book for
which Bannon can be remembered as a major writer in the field.
Oh, yes; it is rcmarkably good reading, a cut above most paperback
originals, because:of its'-evident sincerity.-

ILLUSIONIST, THE -Fpancoise Mallet, Farrar 1952, trans,., Herma
Briffault., This has ‘@lso had a paperback incarnation as THE
LOVING 4ND THE BARING,  Tt's a now-familiar novel of 4 French teen-

ager who becomes entangled with her father's mistress.

INDULGENT HUSBAND, THE -Colette (iﬁ The Short Novels of Colettg

Dial Prass 195) R o . Ak b
" "Claudine (see reviews above} is now married,
Wher shé becomes infatuated with another girl, her husband connives
‘at the affair, in order to enjoy it at-second hand. Despite this

| ] ] L Yook has the good
Q-gesur fage-Tavier-sordid-situation, the book ha



_taste and dcllCaCY of all “@olette uOJ 1s. R '152

IN C“Su Or.EPuRG ICY - Gcorgcs Simenon. Doubleday 1958

. whodunit
by the amazingly prollflc Bclglan drltcr is compllcated by -lesbians.,
Purists pardon me for ﬂwhodunlt".- roman pollc1er 1s tendentlous.

INCREDIBLE TRUTH; THE- Chrls ha351e. Random, 1958
" See Appendix,

INTIM“TE STORY~ Rose Franken, Doubleday 1955, :
:Not'a novel of les-
blanlsm but a sympathetlc lesbian character, in one of this
typlcal lady-novellsts 1ady11ke books, " //RW//

®I AM A LESBIHN -Lora Sela - Saber Pubs,: v

: The Ladder rev1ewed this
book at. length, The author explalned her position by saying that
she-agreed to. provide sexy scenes for the.audience, if the publish~
“ers would allow her‘to put across her serious. views. of lesbianism,
It's a free country, but wkiters find it. very hard to belleve when
'thls sort of thlng EOES. 0n, :

ISL:ND, TEE - Naoml Royae Smlth Harper 1930

. .\ sad tense book 3
about a llxelnng attachment between an- ugly unhappy girl nicknamed
‘MGoosey!" and her: older, marrled 7% 1end ‘whe will nelther 1ove her
or let her go,. | . _ .

JANE 2 Phyllls Bottome - Vanguard 1957.

‘The. story . of a street urchin,
1nclud1ng a lesblan episode in.a girl's reformatory.

FhsST Norah Lofts, Knopf l9h5, also recent paperback

Only one *
eplsode in.this long and very well written book is lesblan.yJassy,
kitchen.maid at a girl's school,-attracts one of the two scliool-
mlstiesgis Eitherlne who has her admitted to, the school asia
pupi e other mistress, HMrs, . Twysdale; suffers rages of jealoous
and contrives to have Jassy dlsmlssed. : , 3 i d

JOURNEY WITH LOVE, A - Denys:Val Baker.: Crest, 1956,

The hero's
first marrlage ds broksn up; by his- wife's 1n31stance that h
best friend Elisa shall make.a third party in their homz.' ;g

1s nov explicitly stated-that the two are lovers,
both are very minor characters, mostly ‘because

KING OF A RAINY COUNTRY - Brigid ‘Brophy, .Knopf 1957

novel .of a young.girl wh "o s.a poignant
AT Wit beﬁe%;t o? Seéiggi with Neale, a young make homosex-

The >
gggeﬁi;_::affh of” " Cynthia, ia glrl ol h }’ boih become engnored with -

arching ail ovep the’ “worlq f f’tb ,
—— or QVnth She fyézgof%gzy

.y i
ﬂEﬁﬁ*ﬁhﬁh‘“‘“--____‘__L W
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love is only a dim =hildho>d memory, At the énd of the book she
meets and falls in 1o¢e with helenu, a famous gingere..."

KING MUST DIE, THE -~ Maryv Renault, Pantheon, 1958

The homosexual el-
ement in this novel of Theseus and the bull-dancers is too slight
for mentinn here, except that most of us would read any book by
Mary Renault, Someone pointed out to me (Tbanks Mac) that liter-
ally every novel by Mary Renault in some way- mentlons or touches
glancingly on homosexuality, I checked this, and sure enough they
do,

KING'S DAUGHTER’Q Victoria Sackville-West, Doubleday 1930,
Poetry.

LABYRINTH, THE~ Helen R, Hull, Macmillan 1923.

A typically brittle
and catty novel by this duthor, dealing with collegé life from the
facultyt's viewpoint and variant only at 1mp11catlon.

LAST DAYS OF SODOM AND: GOMORRAH-.Paul Ilton, Signet 1956,

' Quasi-
historical in a Biblical background, A couple of male homosexuals-
what else in Sédom - but no ledbians that I could find, . I didn't
ook very hard, Poorly written,

*LAST INNOCENCE-_Celia Bertin, IMcGraw-Hill, 1955,

: Paula is a member
of a respectable French previncial family,., "The refreshing thing
about it is that Paula is-‘treated as a matter of course --that she
wears trousers, hates men, etc, is'presenhted with no more apology
or explanntlon than the 1nd1v1dual foibles of the rest of the
family,..."

LESBIA BRANDON'=-A,.C, Swinburne (Randolph Hughss, editor) Falcon

Press, 1952, Famous unfinished novel by the famous poet, and
too scrappy (it is really only a handful of scattered chapters)
to interest most readers who read for fun, not scholarship.

*LOOKING GLASS HEART, THE - Myron Brinig. Sagamore Press, 1958,
. ' ’ One
variant episode, treated vaguely,

#*LITTLE LESS, THE - Angela du Maurier. Doubleday 1941,

: "Tragic events
throw a married woman, despondent over her “child's' ‘- death, into
the arms of another woman" //KS

*LORD HAVE. MERCY, THE - Shelley Smith. Harper, 1956

"A murder myserty
complicated by a couple o6f lesbians, treated for a change without
any special condémnation, During the course of the book they near-
ly adopy a child,"
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DOVE oEEKERo, ”Hh - Leonora Fo ‘o* W ulmon & bchuster, 19)7

" Signet 1958. .o TS

Thl" rond p0351b1" LI ,*1f1es the Future of the

lesbian in fictien,- as, distinguished from.the use of lesbianism in-
\"shockers"' that 1is, "tHe  trend toward using lesbians as characters,
"goad, bad, cr 1nﬁ1££erent, in; books -aboutguite ordinary things. In
othef words, the -modern. trend.ls-not Lo write-a povel about :lesbians
and. lesblanls bup to wrlte a novel with: legbians in: ity . scattered
" at’ yandom as 't ey, are:in real-life; affalrgb :The' heroine: Df thisi®
_bookis not._.a 1esb1an- ‘and the“central polit-.of ;the movel is:her
‘hesitation between g solld dull marriage with a fine man, or intense
escapades with an GXCltln% bum; but one .of her frlends, young Mab,
ds a lesbian,, and-wheD gstSrzpto trouble by withessing & murder,
the . herbing’ 1hterrupts her liaison with the exciting~bum and makes
her final choice, ‘It is a very good novel, by the Way.‘.w_

. i s : -
. . @bt e ;“.3,,4-“ ,(,l: PRI o - 't.".q. 04'- 17 -’-' 4"{‘
.—‘-‘-—-',-)-’_c-”-.-’-u.—--b-——---—---..-----—---—
T YT E e T

I &

I B TR '.,-.LL : v;»:;l i’r\‘

O ""i

b SRS R oy beib TE T A
eLERnt. ﬁlyg @g@aEES -8 I O N TR S L AR PR
(Not by.the editor,.this time _but.: by Royal H. Drummond; ré&=-
?
prlnﬁedffrom the FAPA publlcatlon "Falry Tales" by perm1551on
of the ed}tors,)jr SR Do L}y -_e,.:.

Almost without exceptlon tbe male homosexuals one . encounters
in fiction are exceptional people rrom standpoints far other than
their sexual orlentaﬁiogii ‘Whether the writer is speaking of them”
_with sympathy..per°distaste, they are portrayed as being of finer
“weave than the mine-run of ; human, bexng.< Usualiy they are shown- as
.active," and” sonetimes hzghly talénted, -in:the arts. or 'in one '6f
“the proféssions sueh as .feaching, . This ks, probably; because the
averdge person whg.knows few. Homog: ;tends :to think of "them- ‘as- being
less manly than most, and thus’ less apt to’compete in the .every-~

day business of worklng .fields. Then, too, the homosexuals one

sees and recognizes.as. such {sometimes erronequsly) on. the streets,
are the "sw1shy" .dne&, .and .’ oge tends . to -assume. that. of . such lS the
unlverse of deV1abes, gﬁggz LL St 1, utlqu “ 5

P '-A'

: Like many generalizatlons thls one’ has 1ts flaws the

o most flagrant ‘being that it just isalt trues ,0r.sd myfllmlted ex=
perience'would indicate. ‘AS a weedy ‘but pink-cheeked adolescent I
was on-the receiving end of the ysyal number -of::passes . 'from these
gentry, and can testify that of those I encountered, none had any
qualities whatsoeve; that, -wauld. place ;Ghen . ambng-the intelligentsia,
. One, for exahple, ‘had been released from the Army because of hlS
low IQ.. 'Poor guy& ,His passwwas 4n thevarm of.a shame~faced::
"Lenime ' £iX you up, hey, kid?" I d;dn@t ‘understandj. -and«it:t ook -
him fifteen stammering minutes to make his. meaning plain, Scared
hell out of me, .as I remember. I was. just out of. high schooly

AnVWay when one“considers the reasons that ‘psychologists advance
for Sexuai Varlance1(here.should -follkdw apout rthree: paragraphs of
gobbledygook about the’ Oedipus myth the silver '‘tord, .. . . envy and
unresolved conflicts, but I don't have the patter or’ H time to


true.il
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acquire it) it 'is ap: aron+ that tfey can appear in almost any
chlldhood and that there is no reason Jhy the shotgun pattern of
whatever-lu—ls that causes deviance should not *ell throughout the
entire range of economic and cultural strata that exist in our
society, instead of Just the intellectual hoi-polloi, From the
unrelieved pattern of effeminate artists, etc, that the- lendlng
libraries and paperback publishers 1ﬂ51st on shOW1nv us, it is
a great pleasure to come across a book like the nert....

RHD

(The '"next book" he mentioned was James! Barr's.

DERRICKS; but ‘I believed it would also apply to THE

LOVE SECKBRS. I have, however, one explanation as to

why lesbians and male homosexuals in fiction are usuaily
artistic-or profe551onal figures, Viriters of fictionm,
perforce, exist in a llterary er .professional milieu,
whatever their personal orientation, Artistic and pro—
fessional people --to say nothing of literary people with
their taste for confession and revelation -- tend to be
more unconventional about their lives; and while homosex=
ual truck drivers and waitresSses, .for 1nstance, tend to
conceal their offbéat tastes w1th desperate SECHESeys Wi
the more Bohemian ‘world 'of the intelligentsia the-occasidn-
al homesexual is less apt to make a secret:-of his tastes,
Therefore to rost writers '=-who make most of their
friends in such circles --it seems that "gay" girls and
boys are encountered-here with greater frequency., It

is certainly true that they reveal themselves more

e3511y at such leve1s ))
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*LOVE LIKE A SHADOU ~.Lois Lodge, Phoenlx ro992
""Pséudonynous
purple prose - a bizarre sidelight on the jazz age." /it //

LOVELIEST OF FRIENDS = Sheila Donisthorpe., (orig pub? 1931;)
Ber eley Looks 1956. . .
This book has one-distinction; the most
beautiful and striking cover picture ever to appear:on a paper-
back novel, Otherwise it's 'a tear-jerker and an unsubtle attack
on lesbianism patched full of plagiarisms on Swinburne, Kim,
for no-good reaSon, seduces'young happy-housew1fe Audrey and
wrecks her 1ife. Read 1t and weep.

*LOVES OF MVRRHINu AND KONALLIS ~Richard Aldlngton Pascal Covici
1926, “This is nothing on earth except a slopoy Engllsh pastiche
-on the Songs of Bilitis," //Ru//

LUTE PLAYER, THE - Norah Lofts,:Doubleday 1051 Bantam 1953. Yes,
« I know this is male-homosexual and about Richard the Third and
Blondel, . But itts a terrific favorite of mine, and the temptation
to list it here was overpowering,
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' MAIDS, THE - Jean Genet, Grove Press, 195.4. 2 2‘

C e e el e Weird stuff. about
.involuted love between twg.housemaids.and their mistress, Long
ipreﬁédeLgiveswExigtgqtiaiisgJaptitudeg.aboutwhompaegual%ty,‘fob

Beattscuss, . o L
_"MéuﬁhilNIéﬁTﬂ#*Kai%Bé§igl}fﬁ5r66uft;1938{:‘jf'e;;f'g tn
L L e b e One L lesbian episode:seen
ﬁhroughtheeyeéof\a smalk bOye .o e o a T ser
MALE AND FEMALE - Jack Woodford. Woodford Press 1935.
T T L T I T L Y ST R S LR S SRR L . ;RaCY book
coptaining ‘lesbian episcdes; for entertainment only -not to be

.. 4

¢

taken seriouskty.. . O

© "MIBDLE MIST, THE.- Mary . Renault,.:Morrow, 19454 . ;:n = -
:A‘; e ,l".":. ' RN ’(” N '_m : : | ~L T . . At F:ine X :Afunny, welle
_.knouwn book, :the méjdripaqt}ﬁf'@Qgéhgighqgvppéqngo;tﬁg boyish Leo-
. :.(Leonora). and ker friend Helén, who live.on a ‘houseboat together;
~ . ,although the. book -ends with. Leols ‘gradual feminization and mar-
-« Fiage, this .is not. ~-emphatically NOI s~the facked-on moralistic
" conclusion of ‘the, runmofrthe-mine paperback shocker, I can't
-review'thi§ Iimpaptially, I love-it .-.everybody;does, I'1l just
.-+ . sdy that if Jou haventt.read it you.don’s know what you're missing,

" ' MISSPYM DISPOSES,= Jospphine.fey. ~Macmillan 1948 . -
Fooa " Vi ey w S PO TSNS FUETE NP IS Re,markable mur-
der mystery in a woman's:college,;whére a.romancé between two
seniox¥s provides motive and solution. - .Excellent,. '

S SRR ST I
2MESH, THE -Lucie Marechal (trans, Virgilia Peterson). Appleton
1949, Besides the obvious fact that this was originally in
- -Freuch, no data_available. Check’ before_buying../see appendix)

MOON KISSED <Barry Deylin, gnegngggmg,mConnggtigut;;x9§7£¢4
LT T on T : . ast
year;’in the.checklist I.made.the: statement "Probably well worth
missing", " Now that this has been re-issued in papérback as FOR-"
BIDDEN PLEASURES, there.seems: no reagon to.alter this: conclysion,
Briefly it deals with a group of nymphos:working at.a big resort
-hotel -for.the. summer, . There are .a;lot of racy and sensational

-: .€pisodes, beach lovemaking, backstage summer theater, even an

s, uncmysterigus murdere All:thesg areg:recounted.as frankly as the
law.allows, -Joplowed. about half way through it and .décided, there
was a’limit fo what I coukd do.even. for.the Checklist,,. I..cheated
and read the ending --the mahe Casanova, miarries-the most ardent
lesbian, so you know what ‘to expect, Gee whizl

Pl G d e gl g epede Ree U TR D TR s i
i1 MOON. MAGIG - ‘Dfon Foptune.  Aquarian Bress 1956.: - . .
in serious inquiries into lesbianism'or in sexy books, skip this
.. Teview and go on tu the next, for this book deals. exclusively
‘" 7. with heterogexual seX, apd.from a very. offbeat ahgle at that,
. -...There 15 one brief relevant. epiSode,. but I.like,this book and
7" "since I happen to be poundigg¢pq§¢§£ese¢sggqcils, I'm going to

Loty
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reclusive, fanatically disciplined personality suggests something
alien to complete normality.

w#RAINBOW HAS SEVEN COLOAS~ Hadia LeGrand. St. Martins 1958,
R : Though
this appeared on “wo lists as of variant interest, I couldn't find

a copy and didn't locate the title in time to ask for a review,

Check before buying. ((or see appendix--I finally got a review)

*RAW INTERLUDES- Paul Renault, Brookwood Pudw, 1957

The blurb -des-
cribes this as "misadventures in a shady nudist. colony™ and Brook-
wood, in the main, publlshes risque novels, You have been warned,

\
.

RED ROOM, THE - Franc01se Mallet-Jeris, (Trans, Herma Briffault)
Parrar 19563 Populzr Library.1958.
.. .This is the-.gsequel to "The
Illusionist"; not a bad novel but' without any specific lesbian
interest either.

REGIMENT OF WOMEN - Clemence Dane, Macmillan 1917..

Dr. Foster's
index lists this as the first English novel devoted - to the theme
of female variance --I believe it even ante-dates the "Well of
Loneliness", It is.a lengthy study of the power=loving schoolmlst—
ress of a girl's boarding school.

REMEMBRANCE WAY '-” Jessie Rehder, b 1956 -

"A retrospective tale
in which the heroine remembers her summer at a girl's camp, where
she was the victim of the directress and -her daughter, The older
‘woman dellberately enslaved the girl and her daughter (for jealei ..
ousy’) made her appear a thelf : Well written but not convincing".

ROOM "TO SWING - Ed Lacy, Harper 1957, Pyramld 1958

' A colered
detective 1s retained by a pair of lesbians toinvestigate a
murder and is, instead, adcused ‘of  committing it. Ths love life
of the girls doesn‘t _obtrude on his efforts.to get out of this
fix, though ther&'s one fairly amusing scene where one-of them
makes a falrly obvious pass at him in the presence of her room-
mate, presumably to enrage the other,

RUTH AND 'IRMA' * Isabel Bolton, (short story, appeared 4in the New
Yorker, Jan. 26, 1947, and is reprlnted in 21 .VARTATIONS ON A
THEHE, edlted by D.W. Cory.}

SALAMBO - Gustave Fldubert Prench cla551c which has had a couple
of paperback editions, Some. authorities call it "predominantly
lesbian'j~others as emphatically deny it, It's a long bewildering
story of a pagan priestess of Babylon:or some such.: The: veil of
the tenple 1s stolen by ‘a horde of invaders and Salambo goes to
the commander of the invading army to get it back.fer the Goddess.
It1s ertten in fantastic, highly colored: prose.gand very-tiresome.
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the background of a large- hospital Iith the growing -reputation of
Miss Renault (a pseudonym; T ‘uhderstand) even ‘including a Book-of-

 the<Month club selectlon, this one ought to be due for : reprlnt
R # o the not~too-alstant future. ‘ DR C

Y

,,,,, e, ST EATES

o ‘.'PROUD PALADIN, Thm: oL Ims~Mor1ey. I'"arrow 193’6 e
G%ne Damoz}k gyarantees

B

that "This hasnt$'la derap of vélévarcen, ' In hy memory of the book
it is ‘at least variant, dealing with one. of those compellingly.mas-
ﬁo ‘tive near a‘large l;brary might’ chegk it
< out, ‘read it and fiake up Yur ‘obm ‘minds ~-don't’ buy it on the strength
~of ‘my memory., But our difference of opinion == and two gr three
other:'disputes I''we-hill: about‘inclﬁnﬁng,tlples tp bﬁ put’ on, this
~ list -- shows that there is. = ¥ry- Iakie a¥ed where the aeclsloh
~ about® a- bookﬁs,Variant~intérest nd the prevailing’ 1mpression it
~makes. depends -on*the: ‘personal’ m&ﬁeup of the reader,. Usually,- if,-
"“there is a doubt, I put the book on the list, quote the 0p1n10n of
%hlchever reader recommended it and suggest. the:reader check: before
uylng. o .

QUEER AFFAIR Carol Emery. Beaean Books 19 7 .

, A rathen nastzlj wrlt-
-.ten! Shocker aboit 8 dancer Draga, ‘wko moves’ if with hannish gculpt-
ress Jo; she falls'in love’ with a“man and runs inte unpleasant com=~

plications with Jo, The ending satlsfies both censors and sadists,

QUEER PATTERNS - Lilyan Brock. Greenberg 1935 (paperback sometlme
around 1951)
T P Bad1 ~written (unanimbus report not Just my op;n—
.,;1on) purplé-passaged 8ddpxbpera- 3lush about” Shellaq & Broadway. skar
.. .Who'marriés a-dréam man; Philip, but finds true ‘happiness only with
Nicoli, a caricature. lesbian completq with mannish dress. suits. -
They part to aveid g6ssip ‘and live unhappily ever after.

*QUEST THE -Helen Hull. M&dmillan, 1922. L : e

' Wa §choolgirl falls xn “p
1ove with a- schoolteachér mostly a§’ a, reactlon t4 quarrels-in the
family, The‘ensiing unpleasantness turns‘her against.vahiant love

. Just:as her urihappy home has turned ‘her ‘against marriage.' .

RAINBOW, THE - D,Hy Lawrence.. Maodern, Library. (no-date) recent ‘Avon
books 1958. SR
- Burted in lbng hovel Qf .an’ Ethish,cquntry family
brief romantic episode between’ Ursuia," at a teacher-training
college, and a slightly older womane .. AR SR U S

RAINBON BRIDGE’ THE o Maz'y uatlrins dushm& Put.nam 1954.%5:- ;.
S5 S

1ncludbd mostly-as 2 sidelight "Qf.Lena Gbyer" »nat fer the sake
of anf’impertinent'cbnciusiohs a Quﬁ the real 9eop1e named herein,
Mrs, Cushing Spent-mang years as" secretary and. buffer against the
.world: for prima dgnna - Olive Fremstad’ <-who never married and whose
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o whiqh edition you have f The Scorplon. bkwa(or Metta has a:

--blazing -love-affair uith a dancur, F:Lamewi;az then gradually Sét-

. ~tkes dewp in a coun ry hone. oo Al el
gy ' ';_f:.: Liis
" PAINTED VEILS - James Huneker. leeright 1920 Avon 1958 T gaps

A long

~ and unpleasant novel abqut an ppefra singer, Easter, who ‘has'iamong

~her retipue-a rich lesblan backer, Allie Uentworth It reads llke

a 1920 versaon of.the Beat Generation; R N

e _r
: e
S48

o *PASSIONATE EXILBS»;THE -Maurice Levaillant.(Tnans.-Maléolm Barnes.

Farrar, btrauss & Gudahy 1958.
Y 4§ "dual biographyu of Madame- 'Re€am-
-ier;and Madame de Stael. Long, detailed and includes much polit-
1oal and: kiterary:history: -"Betweedi these~two;" states the book
Jacket “8praqg AP a; friéndshlp‘wh:chuNapoleon was poWerless to
break -ﬁvﬂ- B 71 “4:_ L “mfi a'* c v?: { :
O . . s

““PITY FOR VOMEN. Helen Anderson. Doubiedéy 1937.-

"A lesblan novel
something l;ke Diana,Jbut ‘written.byia wery-bitter anti-1&sbian;

~sthe. way a pre} aicea pcrson mlght have written it from the out-

i nsn'.de.," //MMI/

-4t
“.qauragqous;lintegrated womén,'uhoserlnitial attractronlcomes to

-~

. ;_: ,,[ v.f BRI (¢ ;\;.f‘,:'.‘zt':-: Lodos P
o 'A N VA B :,'-, roy
PRICEnOF SALT« elalre Morgan; chard N@C&nn T952' Bantam 1953
< +(STOR, PRESS + I saw annew‘paperback‘edltion an’ Uhe newsdtands
laatvweek. Irdidntt tbyy it ;Hecause oI “owr’ 1t but it?s around{))

it ts the: history.eéf a. Tesbian affair betweent tuWovery nice,

be the mainspringof their. Ldwés .. though it aldo catses the':
greatest griefs either has experienced, Both are completel
true to ithemsekves and :tio ‘each/othep ifand absoTutély fair a3 ‘can

- be to-the outsiders enmeshed in thelr tribulatlons. ‘Carol, the -

i

'elder is:involved in ‘a-ditiorce isuit{ and their lave, dlsccvered
leads to whe Loss. of custedy of Mer: daubhter.J~Theresé‘has.a boy—
vifiriend whase nedation is what ione ‘would expectifrém "Such a! tHor-
Qughly -spailed youngstery It ‘ends well .or sadly; depending on

Jvones !t -sympathies and'preaudlceskubut.leaves feéling *that ¥he
two will be all right for the future."-ﬁ/RHD? “An- absolut ¢ MUST,

%PR_TTI LADRY,. THE = Arnold Beénnett,: Uoran~1918—*~" ~ Ll
Treats 1esb1an.
affalrs as just another aspectfof warb hysterla.-; . _,Q:
“PRISON GIHL- Wenzell BrOWn. Pyramld‘l958— rw‘”“”’?i~
of sochapdsde LpiJust another of those
“books deallng w1th the klnd of enforced lesblanlsm in women's .
prisons, don}t botherfW1th it " says-One correspondenm.-Your mnove!

ST

“"PRIVATE LIFE, OF JULIUb CAESAR - See " VENUS. WITH US -

PROMISE OF LOYE & lary: Renault.) 'M’orrow 1939»; pnrts T T
. T Sensibhmé Story of a
1esb1an affair la1d like so many of hary Renault's books, against



econvent school learn all about love in different ways., The narrator
is the most immocent; forithe. first half of the book her only:

.~ romantic attachment:. is for. Mether Nathalle, who evidently réturns
her passion, though there!s no overt: behavior except Kkisses,. This
;hlldlsh affair breaks up when the glrl becomes uware of mature

ove. ST S S I

;a[ODD GIRL. OUT - Ann Bannon. Gold Medal 1957 « L '

S PLEA grerel <. This has been covered
qulte thoroughly in the review-of A AM‘AIKMLmF Desplte the harsh

review, this is very fine reading., Freshman Laura and frigid senior

-. -Beth have -an,affair; ;Beth:breaks it -up- by her marrlage. R

-2 QF:LENA; GEYER «- Marc;a Davenpbrt. Sceibner, 1942
ORI - - ""Jell known novel
“.of the opera. Slnger Lena Geyer has a young friend ‘and~adorer Elsie
‘but: Elsig.is.carefulcboistaté that while.gosgip had had:"many
cruel things to say of this friendship" it was nevertheless -
"essentially childish®, The two women remain together untll Lena's
death, even afterkmarrlage.\ EETRSAFERPAS 15 _

;gOF LOVE FORBIDDBN - Anna Ellsabet Welrauch, Crest 1958 e

‘ espite
the huddled naked woman on’ the cover this is nothlng more og -less
than a reprint of the classic German novel THE SCORPION, It's cala-
ed. an. Yunaensored abridgement® which-means thej had to make' it
-shorter,. ;30 they Left out-important .plot elements.in onder to keep

:+gLl the love sgenes 'intact, -.By-the way,; 'thére was an-Aven- ‘Peprint

" "of “The- Scorpion which, as far.as- I can discover, was entirély un-
‘abridged - -+the .new Guy“Endure~tranalqtlon whic¢h: calls the herelne
"Myra" rather bhan the 1iteral German: "Metta" :Jg"

OLJEVIA . anonymous—- um. Sloane o@ssoc:.ates 1949, Berkeley 1957
vho2An

Engllsh glrl, Oliv a, 15 sent'to.eoFrench boardlng school where
-the pupils -are divided: between partisans-of:.the invalid. Mlle, -Cara

-and partisans. (and‘lovers) of :Mademoisellerdulie,: Julle and Olivia
are jqutually attracted ‘but. Cara's: jeahousy breaks i't: up}. Cara
commlte,eu;clde and Juiie, ‘shocked o coldness, parts from OliV1a
s With - woundingrformgllty.~,,1,~-xe¢ 5 Sodand

OPUS 21 - Ph&lip Jlylies Rinehart. 1959,ppb édition about 19527 .

Over
a long weekend 1n 4 hotel“the narrator meets:a fdabulous -agsortment
of weird characters, One,’a woman upset because her husbamd is

having a homosexual affalr; iis-seduced:through his -cdnnivance into
dallylng Wlth a lesblan --shamlng her into tolerance.

J\OV'_I'HER ONE, ,LHE - Jean Geml&ue. Long ‘short story in the anthology
iCross Section® edited by E, Seaves or Seaver -~ my 1nformant
doesn't write very. legibly, Simon ‘& Sohuster, A947¢

OUTCAST THE Anna Ellzabet ‘Weirauch (trans, Guy Endore) ifilley
Book co, L9#8 The flnal volume, or the sequel dependlng on

n.l
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her young half-sister ¢ hOllu, 51zteon. ‘Their mother is a drunken
sadist and .Zve protects Sheila; Sheila-pldys around with an unpleas-
ant male and becomes pregnant, Ilother, at the stage where alcchol
would be fatal, is given-a big drink by Eve and diesj; LEve arranges
for Sheila to-have an-abortion and live happily: ever after, but
instead Sheila marries the boy and Eve is whipped half to death by
an inconsequential male, . One of those books --where anything,

rape, sadlsm, or teen-age marriage 1s supposedly preferable to the
thorrible crime® df lesbianism,

NAKED STORM - Simon Eisner (Cyril Kornbluth).Lion 1932 1956

group of. assorted travelers on a transcontinemtal train are maroon-
ed snowbound in Donner Pass -~ a situation which’ brings out the best
and the worst in humanity, Among the passengers is a predatory
lesbian who tries to capture a young, haive womanj; the lesbian is
murdered by a big-hearted feéllow traveller to give'the young woman
"a chance at real happiness with al man," A fast moving and not
badly written shocker but viciously slanted

NEVER DILS THE JREAM - Lar”aret Landon. Doubleday 1949.

"This>is
the story of an intense; attachment between an‘unmarried ‘American
missionary and a weman: ten years younger,- Their relationship is
full of warm, -self-sacrifice =-the older risks typh01d' plague or
something, to nurse the other girl -- but not of course explicitly
homosexual," //RY// =-didn't this appear in paperback'a couple of
years-ago? - Margaret Landon, of course, is the author of the now
famous ANNA AND, THi KING oF’ SIANM, «and it-seemsithat’when the musical
THE KIHNG AND I was first rtleased thlS came out in a pocketbook.

*NIGHTVOOD - Djuna Barnes. Harcourt 1937 and also availlable in an
inexpengive hardcover edition:- though limited quantities =’ from
Winston Book Service, “A well known but obscurely: written novel of
love on the Left Bank,.,..the boylsh tragic Robin wanders in and out
of the mther affairs, c =
uIIhKI - Kev1n McCrae -~ Vantage Press 1955 . £
;0 . MNikki loses her' beloved
-in an air-raid-in London and: nearly cracks up before comlng home to
Callfornla where she has lived in a lesbian’ "colony®, “Anong the
REew:: tenants 'she finds acnewilove and they all llve happlly ever.
after. "Silly but a lot of fun"

NOT AS A bTRnNGER = Morton Thompson— Scrlbner l95h 400

' ‘Very minor 'inci-
dents burled in a long novel of med1c1ne.
NOT -NOW. BUT - NOW-— Mary.Flsher ~ Vlklng 1947
Fantasy of ‘an undylng
woman; ~one» lesblan eplsode on a college campusy =

NOT YET '~ Tereska Torres ~ Crest 1958 sl S
i i b *tad ELER i ‘“Four young ‘girls 'in‘a Paris



. ‘ ' 23
jrev1ew it, first giving you fair wa'rningo This is a curious tale
of a- modern age&essﬁsorCGmess, Viwien Morgan, ‘called By -her lovers

. Morgan le~Fay~and Lidithy, the(hqsidevotéd her lif¢ --spaniting from

. before-the Industritd rewolution in England -~ o personally root-
-ing ‘out.-and fighting the reprdssive morals ©of ‘what' :she calls "Chris-
tianity gone: ‘sour, i MOON - MAGIC:.&s the‘story -of Yer affaivr with an

~*inhib1ted doct o, Rupert.malcolm° ‘Her-attempts to ‘influehce him
withi magigc w117'de11ght Ffanbusy lovers while her -mutidane ‘efforts
ta geti rid ofrhisiir pasmons “andi- inhiéitrons will tickle everyone's
funny bone, The affair reaches -a. ‘climad (this i3 the brigf rel=
evant passage referred to- above) when Rupert discovers, after the
death’ ‘of :h¥al invalid wifle|thatiL v theres:was absolutely no ‘physical
reason why we should not have led a normal married life,;.she made

- . -her: heglth an-ekcnse: togeturid .ofime,'and hef companlon who had a

' kind of: infatuationi for hexr,: .liked~making ‘ah-invalid ‘of ‘hér; She ev-
Idently: thought Itd expsct her £o be a.wife to ms’ if-shée got up, and

- 50.she: preferred t.o- stbop:in bed;: Think of it, Lilith-<all those

. years, for. both: of ns e-what a*damhfool: afrangeméntl And théyeall
that ﬁqu.mahrimony, and morallty»andﬂpurmbyz I feel ‘a fobl....,

MOON VOV, THE - Hazel L1n. Pagaent 1958
cedeiaat s Tl “Sixteen-year—old Chlnese

bride: Mei consults a psychlatrist to find out why she is. unable to
consummate  her-marriage - with hér:hisband;: The’chase Yeads her into
the, back: alleys of: pre-war: Peking:and into:a ‘rather grim lesbian
cult., Inc;dbntallyQJthe aumhor As- heraelf a,doctor...-.//ED//

p o Te el At - - L .
MURDER IN M@NACO ~;Johh Fiagg. Gold Medaar195? N

SCA TN 1 B e BB -~ (oo Another murder myst-
ery complieated winh lesblans "fast and funny“ S
SR

*NRS EGG AND OTHER BARBARIANS - Thomas Beer. Knopf 1933 h
o i ey s nafe Do gy i+ This is
;anlisted in-the. Fbster Index*but not too fully'reviewed. Probably
~-¢forvcompletists OBly"~*~ R LT . _
MY NAME IS RUSTY - Kay Johnson. Castle Books, 1958
Thls is called
"4 study of Lesbian 1ifé behind~Prigon: bars+ but: despitethe-use of
calleged-Pprison: slang® all through the text, and the pious preface
. about the terrible fate: awaitmng;young,girls ¢ut of £ from Men (to
~which most criminologists Would {addva [ressunding : AMEN né-matter who
said..i%); thi§ book eontributes . -nothing bosthe: 11terature of “penclogy
or of Iesbiana, And if the authbrchascever been inside ‘a womants
prison, even as a visitor, or even known an‘ inmate, I'11l eat a copy
of the book, gover jacket- ’and; ;atlg.cit corvains sijehi £laring and
-.atrocious. howlers a woman.inmate wearing "a negligee of shimmering
satin" as part of the ‘'prigson:wardtobe.made. by the inmites for -
other inmates", Oh, yes, the plot; Fcmale inmate Rusty seduces
new girl Marcia for’ her: eommisaary orédit .protecting:her against
lecherous female . wardens and so forth, Vhen Rusty gets out she :
turns feminlne, gQes . straight jand marries:dnd Marcia:kills: :herself,

MY SISTER, MY BELOVED - "Edwing Marks'.-(Edwin' Fadiman jr).-Citadel
-.1955% . Berkeley Books- 1955, 1A butchy girt in her twenties lowves
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SATAN'S HARVEST ~ paperback novel costing 754, . I read.this m&q

. ... -bhe_ wipter:gf. 1957 ang Jchucked ftou Tong -béfore I“evér tholght

-of publishing thg checklistyse id Pirther data,  Iupe,a Vo
-Me‘xgca‘n" 'g’i’f‘l% after the degih of her shiftless parents-}"'g’ge‘gr}%ﬁth
her older sister into a brot-helz where Lupe is "protected" from
the; advances. of. men, by e lesbian:madame who! takes al interest in
ter, ' "The older sister burns: down ‘the, pldce: ol Mprotect™ Tupe from
this, uncnatpral pelationship, Later Lupe is married and betrayed,

Cniad b lepes v e r [N T N . cem E o 5 i
arrested; for. murder,ebe, . Jb7s pot b badi ngyeli Bt 650 ;{‘l'fg‘gargL
‘@91‘, me"‘l '}"\ . ‘;,'1_\' m o ; ot .;' {}‘l‘r...:'. - l:."; v ‘;‘;r( & \:;'J";. C: sqF ook ] LG SR SN ..r

L1 S SRS 0.5 SVAA NN SR AR S ) . . o

Nsinw) omuld gmelerr ooovon
SCHOOL FOR PASSION - H, Tennob, (no publisher listed but_I think

it's Brogllw.g.gd{}gc,&& oyl of1viwo, mhdw! tbachersiin a~gitl¥s school.
Aside fyem; all the twenty year old temptations, the headmistress
1s"a lesbian, This, i Pillustrated¥-forifanasof Hil41y sados -
masochistic stuff and strictly speaking belongs to the._.collegctions
of curiO§a#r§§@9r1§h@@ggesbianaa:giwT R S A

&}GORIS IéN 3--DHE a‘:zA@Ra:vEliSQbet ‘Weiranch}.iGresibdrg 19385 ( ﬁfaﬁéj ,'by

Y.z Whittaker. Chambems) Willey :Book<:Cd, 19387 TrdfB¢ by Giy Endgre,
w%ﬁé?gg 599&5:%Q§7gu:x-» NI ER CR UL S O B SSPRerii N o4 RONII Frop R a-IN

-
XA

.~ -madly ‘in. L W repud
37 DSE %%é;tee?@q tha . drops :inte Bohemidn:¢irdles and 3§ thHorqughly ™
TLrevels,

b dn z oot v cGlasgkeal Genman:novéi:ofrlegbiahism¥i?3§§§Qt§ﬁ
Brought. ug Hetta : fealled Myra [in.the Ehidove franslation) £di1§”
1..kove :with :ap elder, saphisticdted woman wHo: fepudiates

eds still dater she rsdels cimodflagd fin'‘a 'SEuLfy respectable
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-"‘,t'dﬁri;;énd;,é}{tgrg there discoveralesbian rdi.i‘-ﬂicﬁl%“‘f?s;ff“ edftte 'this

Ind

“colisin, whom Brenda loved with)lesbianlpassioni ' After'the ‘@

t
‘bald summarye dheqbook is perceptive jresTistid, afn ahid Wiolly
sympathetic to the lesbian characters, though condemning the drink-
drugs routine which seems to ‘have been .the f)it_‘r‘'*ex«a"a&“--(,?er"m'einL version
of Greenwich.Villagew: - 3
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.+ L expressed, myself. ravher. fully 6n this typeiver=thing on %>
Tormer: @a%,?', For- the, sakeiof the’ record;> itrBLHe Bt dry of yolihg
;Bfr‘efldal'; ‘who. géts dnto:the-powex! of & Hum;r;f.but:-‘t}fé{sbun?‘ma‘rrieg;?gr
of the cousin Brenda submits to all kinds of indignities and... |
indecencies,_described: imn nmnseatdimg: detailyiat-the- hands: of this
man rs-begause She has sworn to her cousin to stay near:her child.,
Theré  is nafiggigh% inkpithe Jeshiarism ofedtherigirlys both "
also engage enthusiastically in all sorts of amorous_exergise .. .
with all sorts; of men,.apd their:suppdsed:flesbiandsmiis merely
an excuse to vary the 'sex scenes a little,
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SERAPHITA- Honorgrde Balaacu-Another.?strangs sStoryi by the -

. -a.glassicalk French author and I don't know if this hHas evér had
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" an] English transkation.or-nats JCHeckChe piblic Libp z‘ié@;ﬁ‘gi{ff'
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3 ian. - -4 strange and lovely story,

Abelard 1952, Ballantine Books 1953, Fantasy about a . hidden...

"third sex" who(can. appear as:d mard 4 womdn; dnd'as 4 woman to
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. 220 rpbgans Loves moodaogry = b \ERB
____‘*;;SHIPWRECK o I;ESBO$C.{ Ghement {Wbios!o(in: hls DTESIRE‘ Berkeley Books
o l9§0)..—,~.*the -auther and title ought' £9" tell “you: enough about
.ﬁ}ll.s one-p PRt atet c,.»L' : SO {’ g il T ot
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SHEEP'S {f MPANX -t Lon;nle O.oleman" (%villiam an?énce Coléman) thtle
. wn‘ 1965 30 Deld ;- 1955 N1957. el
T I‘p % Q?:M ’2; ru‘ *'3‘ o L DHE. Ehott b’tcgy -In ‘this
e collect:.on, }'Eirdo« it P@I‘&d&l&iﬁ"’ tells abbut.a sailo¥ who returns
to find his girl the property of a WAC butch, Three other- st‘vrles

have -a varlant tinge (male), e
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3 Bl S % love tri-
angl?, 1nvo,1.vmgwmag4 w:ufe amiswii‘é"s frien&. ,-;,; . ‘;L SR
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< §1tn' OF° T RAM- Margaret Fergusons I BIAkEsten-1055145,% 5 "
bherlda comes
...«intq.an Engﬂ:xshqhqusehol fass sec:‘eﬁary«-éémpanmen"to ¢rippled- ‘Leah,
‘;féqait gl y adared by:all.her:familyand especially By “tense, hys-
: “teric Christine, sixteen years old,‘ By making: Christine believe
t;Skherida.is <har : fathertsomistrass, [Leghsubtly impels Christine
t‘o [aﬁtem Sherm@ %S HYLAer ¢ Noiles‘miaﬁﬁbehavlqr* is hlnted more
,er ryifamily intvimdcyidand Leahts 6t ivé 'is ‘given ,as’ sheer
e f Bawerys butb aniasttine:ts'"eniotmn»ms A staRabld” -Jai Founft it
; :.qam; teah in the ofiimed cverieion . 6f thi's back they“carefully
ine. qn*lm -ghéven oydaes iokd; 56 Ehat $HE texture of her
w.q*il &qg&rﬂeq rmnnmtakably a:s. ehﬂdflsh"‘ -“i"( i
o~ geon dmnord et dons P S
.§3{I’i‘¥ Fv’mo 5o Papkeﬁca‘. Lan:cem‘ﬂ@sz. snng Suliy
A soméwHa% 'gamy nove‘l of
sorority-house life, Mitch, a confused kgoun *;creqhman falls for
. \,neurot;l.c Lang, ;- ﬂhO;;chLe}zls. hemd ésbign bent by ‘carrying o a"
*""blaz fffaalm@vm}va 'man. Fhe¢ Liwdt girls are: Fibverally caught in |
the g and, Tang: casta: adil dher bldme: on: ‘Miftch*' oHly Lanals hetrv-
ous“gp lapse .angd: at:b:empped suitide> ~6§cbr;erate é-he younger g:::rl. ‘An
Janp easqntf but; fajriymedl- dokes bodbkiwn Dovol sliron

.
i

_,J' )_v o

cobgbanibnk Yo ebaid DLorer 2almina chasts o TonT R
#STLGE, FOR*EOOL-‘-'?"-*Mlphael Nordhys-?Vixen! Presk:1955- 58 m;
te o2 igleuoo sl o T0WE ) Novl ,fff

theat:;,ic;ai. pg—}éple;*yitbc omet bi kAers wsba.am cﬁa’f‘gcter‘ S *;;‘,";
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"?i'g%@, A ﬁET STARu- Gawena Browarige]s Maéaulaif 1936j L0 i
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W.L SR SR A ¥4 (5 35T et : Caeany
THE SEONQ {WALL= - Max;gpﬂasait sEyncours® P?ess 1939*1@ - ':"'.-.ié;fi;'..;;;-‘;
oo T i Y Lo Lnn tonotun AGHie ?'I -
<L viG: oL have no’ inform

éﬁlon gn tfga,slspeciﬁmc bitleycbtt IJkfioWla '1ittle ‘§bout “the press.
Judging from Some of the male H, titles I have seen from. them - this
is ng. ,@quqn gem‘c:a;ngnt.lam )prob@bly ‘wedd L viﬁiLStén‘* //GD// _
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_SII'RANQE CbNELI)(}i -qQJ,ga Walklendsn Pagaeﬂﬁ"’?ress »1‘955 '
ovtore yiovsh hao o fi'R'onc:xllet Gharu
--Eurasian - is born a hermaphrodite, supposedly bec ause of the
sex-starved mother's intercourse with demons in her dreams. R, is
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raised as a girl, is innocently responsible for the drowning of
twin friends. In adolescence she is talen to New York for an oper-
ation to establish her sex, then entered in a woman's college, She -
at once inspires8 a terrific crush in a female student who, repulsed,
commits suicide., A male faculty member, similarly infatuated, is
Killed in a car crash due to drinking heavi¥y after she repulses
him, In India again, her refusal to marry the man to whom she was
betrothed at age 5 brings on his decline and death, From here on
she goes on her un-merry way causing the death of anyone, male or
female, who lovés her. She finally plans to marry an opera conduc-
tor, but when R, tells him her full history he is horrified by the
apparently demonic persecution behind her (monotonously) tragic
fate. She commits suicide while he is sleeping her story off,."//JF//

#*STRANGE FIRES - Clement Wood, Woodford Pregs; 19514

STRANGE FRIENDS - Agnete Holk (trans, Antony Hinton) Pyramid 1955

Boyish Vita adopts a '"little sister" Hilda, blissfully ignorant
of the nature of their attraction,: In adolescence, stirred but
unsatisfied, Hilda makes a hasty and unwise marriage and Viba
drifts from one unsatisfactory love affair to another until-Hilda's
matriage breaks up and the two settle down together happily, having
adopted a motherless orphan, This book contains some-remarkable
pictures of European teen-agers and Européan gay life, both very
different.from their American. equivalents,

#%STRANGE MARRIAGE - Gerald Foster., Godwin 1934.-
. ' "transvestite, not
lesbian." .

STRANGE .PATH,. THE - Gale Wilhelm (see TORCHLIGHT TO VALHALLA)
SUCH IS MY BELOVED < Carol Haleés (see WIND WOMAN) -

SUDDEN GUEST, THE - Christopher La.Farge, - Coward McCann, 1946.
- . The
human driftwood blown in by a hurricane includes a-pair of lesbians.

*THAT OTHER LOVE-~ Geoffrey Moss, Doubleday 1930,

ol i "Phillida lives
with a woman artist for four years, finally deserts her because she
longs for children," )

*THINGS A4S THEY ARE - Gertrude Stein, Banyan Press, 1950,
i Very rare

and out-of-print kesbian novel by a famous woman poet,

*THIRTEEN VOMEN -Tiffany Thaywr., Claude Kendall 1932,
) - Offbeat book

by a very offbeat author, s haven't read this one, but books by
the same author are interesting, intelligent, slightly racy.

. Murder-

TO LOVE 4ND BE.WISE - Josephine Tey: Macmillan, 1951.
] !
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storx, revolving around-the sllvhtly s*nlster Tiaslie Sedrle, who
~turns out to be a woman, . motivated by lesbian piSSlon for a cousin
‘now, dead.: _
TORCHLIGHT TO ‘VALHALLA- Gale ‘1lhelm, Random 1938, (reprinted by
Lion Tibrary, 1953, 1955, 1988 as T} 3TRANGE 'PATH), This.is
a cornerstone title ©o any collect*on, Morgen, the sheltered
daughteriof antartist, is loved by two fine young men, but ftinds
happlness in ler: oAn Way w1th a younger gwrl Toni, -

TORNENLED TIF “iiiudrey Erekxne Llnaons._ Popular lerary, 1956

_ Included L correct two misprints’ in lasy year!s'checklist, This
is’ areprint of the original title THA OUTER RING publlohed by
nppleton, andit'ssll-male,

*“TORMENTED VENUS - Guy Andreya, - Key, 19582~ '
"a halr—ralslng novel
of a teen-age glrl's adventures Lnside und out of a reformatory..

'1ORTOISESHuLL C“T CTHE - Naoml ROYdL—Smlth. Bonl, 1935.
t "an un-
worldly glrl's capture by a*predatnry 1esb1an. Now qulte rare, "

*TRIO —Dorothy Baher. Houghton, 19,3 (thls was also a.Broadway play)
a ‘decadent’ lesbian struggles with a’man foria‘girlts love,
commits suicide when her victim escapes. Conventlonal."

------ 21 INCF SCREBN ~-.Bdwin Fadlman jPe uoubleday, 1958,

}Rﬁu VOMuN - March Hastings.. Beacon Books 1958,

Very flne Lfam.a
paperback)- and sympathetlc treatrent “of a basically*tragic lesbian
triangle, Paula is captlvated by, and loves, rich woman artist
Byrne, Byrne however is -held in subJectlon by ‘lTove and guilt di-
rected toward her cousin and first lover Stella. Unfortunately
. Stella is insaneé, After «Byrne's déath Paula marries; but no *
condemnation is cxpressed or implied of the lesbian interlude,’she
does not' wdllow in gullt, -and ‘always. remembers Byrnec with love,
tenderness and rogret Onlv after wading through as many paperback
originals as 1 have in ths last few months -~ godd, bad,
indiffercent; but almost all sharing the conventlonal enalng where
the lesbian glrl is'either "cured" by successful seductien, meets
a Horrible Fate, or else flees in disgust from her itpast foolish-
ness’ -~ could you understand what a pleasure it was te come
across this one; maybe it is €£ood only by contrast to the others
I readi'before and after it, Nevertheless, vorth readlng.

21 VARIATIONS ON “ THFME - Donald Vebster bory.

Classic antholo,
of shoért storles deallng w1th homosexuallty, four are lesblan 1§y

theme, (I think this'is 'still’in prlnt.)
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THILIGHT KOMEN- Los Scott, Reson: Books 1956 23 .

Racy adventure story
in which Rance Marshall, Groenw1ch Vlllager meets a beagutiful Poly-
nesian girl, Laikla. She forces him to ”CC’pt, also, her lovely
friend uletha, a suspenseful kidnapping takes all three-to a trop-
ical island, where he "marries" both of them. Good fun though the’
lesbian Pttachment is subordinate to their mutual devotion to Rance,

- TWISTED CLAY - Frank 'Jalford, - Claude Kendall 1934, 3

' : "\ voung girl, a
psychotic sadist.,.is bisexual and has one big affair sith an older
"woman, then in later years falls in love with a male criminal, ..
This must be marked for people with very .complete collections only.
It is depressing, inaccurate etc. I cannot help wonderlng what the
author intended to do in the first place, since he is no more or
less sympathetic to any phase of the poor damn fool's life.,.the
technical aspects of this novel are-excellent but oh My what a
plotl" //GD// (Editorial wild guess .after reading this review; I
have a vague notion. Frank Walford may also have written Satan's
Harvest; there is something about the name that rings a bell.:

*TWO SERIOUS L.LDIES-Jane Bowles, Knopf 1943 '
g The title is serlous, the
book isn't,  in "1nh1b1ted Brooklyn Housewife™ kicks over the traces
to such effect that she ends up in the redlight district of a e
city in Spain or somewhere,, (Correction; Panama canal zone, )

UNLIT L.MP, ¥HE - Radclyffe Hall. Jonathan Cave 1924,
; This is the

first book by the author of The Well of Lonellness and deals

with the sacrifice of a girlTs entire life to sclfish parents, "It

is less explicit than the other, but. I consider it much better

written"//MMI// :

UNHMORAL - Jack Woodford,. Woodford Press: circa 1946.

A college profts
daughter called Nausicaa is- resolved to seek "every . experience
known to humanity". She falls in with a charming lesbian and stays
with her awhile before going on to more conventional adventures,

VENUS WITH US -~ John Marstpn, Orig. Pub 1932 but I don't know by
whem; reprinted 1953 as PRIVATE LIFE OF JULIUS C.ES.R by Uni-
versal Publishing and Distributing Company.

Racy ribald pseudo his-
torical which should be called "Julius Caesar Slept Here," It has
approximately six historical errors per. page which even desultory
rescarch would have climinated but is tremendous fun nevertheless.
The scenes in the College of Vestal Vlrglns are exclusively lesbian
and there are both serious love affairs’ between girls and funny
risque ones 1n the vein of Pierre Louys.

VESTAL FIRES- Compton Mackenzie, I am assured that this deals
entirely with male homosexuality,
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No~aetalls handy--
;but Wilder is a major wrlter in any fleld, 50 the book 1s probahly
'w~worth picklng up.' . ol . . _

WAIT*FOR TOLIORROW - Robert Illder., Bantgm 1953.

'~WARPED WOMEN . Janet Pr;tchard.. Beacon Books 1951 1956 . .
- ' ""'"Desplte
ﬂvthe horsewhipping cover, ‘this 1s &’ relatrvely sympathetlc dnd’ un-
sadistic tale,  €ynthia, with an anti-male phobia, is picked.as a
secretary by, Jen supérv1sor ‘off Wa masSage-and:physical dulture es-
f tablishment, The place is really an abortion racket run by a very
- inasty customer; wheén he gets a yen for Cynthia‘ﬂhn fends him off,.
««at the cost oF Her'‘own Lifes - C ynthia then marries a. nice bey."

‘\who!s beén telllng”hbr all along-thdt“there‘s‘something rotten about
the place L ;fl*‘ 4

*- .f -
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rWnsmELuND*--JO Slnclair {pSeudonym of‘Rnth Seld) ﬁapper l9h6 Thi
S
isi the excellent and’hth1ly lauded Harper priZe Novel for t%at 1
yeary. Told’ onh%he pe¥chiabribts Couch, it concerns the failyre of
Jenish Jake ‘Brbinovitz todface up to his own manhood <-whieh. forces
this Job onto the shoulders of his sister Debbie....the sychiatrist
 discovers that he ran fiom Hi's'responsibilities in~the Tirst place
| diie' v Fedlling Weakdh than the masterful intelllgent Debbie;then
- v@fter' Forcing’ hel to bake 'd ‘mannis role in: the' family: he turns a- -
~pround ahd fTeels gu&lt and- shaﬁe ‘tdward her because she 15 a’lesbian,
. {Ther aithoress then: yeiy>2léverly pits Her dwn’ words' in'the psych-
iatrist's mouth and has him philospphize in favor -of lesbianism .or
at least invfavor of lettitig people live 'thHeir  own Lives if they are
adjusted. to them.)..,(oh yes Debbie's affairs and all. are recouhtcd
W1thout bedro ff-but.they are,all there) //GD// A

WnYWhRD’DNES- . THE1 Sara Harris, Crowb 1952 prof'recent ﬂate/

Che
of the-few really. good:treatments of lesb;gni 4in a reformatory,
_Bessie, a wayward- girl;” i¥ dént” toa ¥goot" reform ‘S¢hool, “"At” First
‘yigivey- £adrly innoce z and presumably redeemable, the. loneliness
sadistic’ persecttion by ‘the’ matrons,: intii rénce‘by’the few, good
= :schoodl’ ofificers-und Fforced assbciation with hardened, young theives
anid prostitutes; currupt® Bedsle to'the point where’ 1T Certain
she will come out of the reformatory a, confirmed criminals Without
‘ever tipping the edge ihto speeial pleading, Sara Harris paints a
very strong-case for reforming the'refdrmatorles before: they can.
actually reform the girls, ~Tncidentally,"'Sard Harris' is” herself a
- sotiads wofkér atid this painfully true plcture of the kind of les-
- bianism' found in prlsohs and~refbrdétor1es SHnuld at'least. give
the’ passiotiate defénders: of 1¢sbianis Spme insight. into why social
-workers' and’ the’ policé tend to be prejudiced against‘homosexuals.
. To-put’ it’ ailld1lyy they: har&ly firfd“ the best; hypes Qf lesbians in
their’ courts~hnd'cell%. - § I L

CFA L
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WE ARE FIRuS UNQUENCHABL& - Mary Speers. <Murray and Gee 1942.
. Last
year's checklist called this vthe' worst piece of trlpe T have ever
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read. This year's crop has provcd such a libcral education that
I now look back ‘on this particular book as simply siily, .It be-
gins in a girl's school crawling with lurid lesbians, some so
exhausted from their nights of love that they cantt even ‘sing in
the final recital --‘'after‘leaving this dedar Alma Mater the
heroine is engaged as chaperon for z young lesbian during a
tour of Francé, to see'that she dogs not engage in any affaires,
and fulfills her mission'with such efficiency that her charge
drowns ‘herself on the boat coming hopme, After this the heroine
marpies and her:life is:even sillier, It was evidently written
by someon& who' never got' int'o the eighth gradc, from the grammae
and style, Strictlz for completlstsz :

WE. TOO ARE- DRIFTING-- Gale Wllhelm.: Modern lerary 1935 Llon
Books 1951,

It's a temptatlon to say, from the ridiculous to
the sublime, This-is certainly the classic. -American novel of
lesbians, “and T'1l only-say, .if you don't’ own it, you.should, It's
the story“of Jan Morale, a remarkably fine woman and. a lesbian,
and her ‘entrapment betWeen an' unhappy, sérdid entanglement with
a married woman, and her sincere, constructive but essentially
hopeless love affair with young Vlctorla. ((I would alse say-that
Gale Wilhelm has the happy, ‘almost unique facility of being
frank without being embarrassing, If you are looking for a book
to introduce your mother to the field of lesbian literature --
and that problem does' sometimes* come ‘up --I'd recommend this.one,;
No. matter how stuffy.or "mermal?” a friend orirelative might be,
this beok can give iasight- w1thout revulslon to the _most pre~
Judieed heterosexualf)) .

WE UALK ALONE~ Ann Aldrich~ uold Nedal 1955
.WE TOO ‘MUST 'LOVE. " ml o B 1958 .

' ' : © "My last year's remark
that these books were "phony as a three’'dollar bill" seems to
have given a falsé impression and. raised a real storm, They are
very ‘good: reading, They''also give a fairly accurate picture of
TiTe in the "gay" circles of big cities;. and, beyond.-all shadow
of doubt, ‘they are reasonably honecst and sincere cofforts to pre-
sent a plea for the rights of lLSblahS while -still collecting
large ' sums of money from Gold Medal --whosc editorial policy is
‘to print sexy books for not, too intelligent readers,:I have no
doubt at-all that Ann Aldrich could write a better book about
lesbians, but who would prlnt 21 s

WELL OF LONELINESS, THE = Radclyffe Hall. Many edltlons in ha"d
and" paper cbvcrs. Too well known to.need descriptien, this
story of the mannish Stephen Gorden and- her unhappy love life now
seems -+t0 a 1959°reader =-- about as overdone and stercotyped as
UNCLE TOM'S CABIN, This, of course,. is the ultimate faté of all

books whloh attack 3001al problemu and bréak new ground,

WHEEL OF ‘EARTH, THE'~ Hélga Sandburg. McDowell, Oblenoky, 1958,
One entire wf¥ scction of a very long novel about rural life
in the 20s and 30s is devotecd to Frankie Gaddy, who revolts a-
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against Ber father and lives with an old~r lesbian, Genevieve
Vihoeler, Lheir love and iife together is treatcd Well and syme
pathetically, and at the colchuslon they are still happily IIvs
ing together-after 12 years, - Since they are such a vital part
of the novel, 1t is significant that this book has received
extreme critical praise...i//GD// '

WHISPER THEIR LOVE - Valerie Taylor, Crest 1957,

; : College novel
which reads like a poor blend of "Spring Fire'" mixed with over-
tones of "0dd Girl Oyt." °'The lesbians are treated without any
sympathy or understanding, but then, so are the heterosexual gals.
In fact, the unending pattern of rape, incest, abortion and se-~
duction make lesblanism appear positively attractive --though the
author went out of her way in.oné or two scenes to make.it obvious
she wasn!t intending it that way. Not bad for an evening!s enter=
tainment, but I, would guess.offhand that.the author has had
neither experience or insight into either kind of love,

WICKED CURVES -Roy Debussy and Arthur Maurier, Brookwood 1958
This is ostensibly.a baseball staéry, Beverly is the frigid
mistress of Eex, a champion pitcher, She travels as his “sister"
- to the training camp, Monica, daughter of the manager, is a les-
bian and seduces Beverly.. There is no insight into the reasons

for the lesbianism of any character and successful male seduction
immediately "cures” them both =~ a cliche in male-anglé erotica,
There are also spanking sequences and plenty of bedroom sport,
but the book cleverly avoids the ebvious detail by amusing
switches -~ for instance, as.Rex is about to make love to a girl
called Sandra, we leave .them beth at the door of the bedroom and
there 1s a leng interlude telling:preciscly how Rex once 'broke
in" a skittish mare to the saddle, with descriptions of all her
fidgetings and movements as he trled to put it in --put thé bit
into the horse's mouth, of course, _And so forth and so on, I
confess that this book gave me.a wicked chuckle on almost every

page and I'd recommend it as "fun" reading to anyone but a con-
firmed prude.,. ;

WIDE WIDE WORLD, THE - Elizabeth Wetherell (Susan ‘larner)

_ _ ' , This ran
through dozens of editions in the 19th‘century and was still in
print as recently as 1925, A naive but, for its! period, uncommon
direct picture of girilish attachment between orphaned lonely
Ellen; thirteen or so, ‘and her beloved "Miss Alice" a few years
older, Tt-is unlikely that the auther herself was aware of the
implications which the psychological insight of 75 years later:
would discover in every chapter of this beloved girls! classic,
Conventional eduzctora, would:doubtless crucify a reviewer who
ventured to! suggest that this frank acceptance of the nermal
intensity of such girlhood attachments may be the reastn why this
book was so inordinately liked by generations of girls}

WINTER SOLSTICE - Dorothy Cowlin, Macmillan, 1943.

Conflicting
reports on this book sent me to checking the Foster index for
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authent;c “ilie Tt scems thut this is a, thinly dissuised case
history? of a hysterical pavalytic whose eight years invalidism
is cured by sudden infotuzbtion with another woman, "The relation-
ship is brief and innocent and followed by marriage for both.® //JHF

WIND 1JOMAN - Carol Hales. doodford Press 1953, reprinted by

Berkeley Books, 1958, as SUCH IS5 MY BELOVED, :

_ Tk : I cannot give a fair
impartial review. of this book, I have read it'threec Uimes in the
hope I might find something about it to praise,’Somecireaders will
love it bécause it does give a multitude of slushily written love
scenes between women, and because it- ends:with a psychiatrist
telling the girl to go ahead and beva lesbian --and aimost seduc-
ing her on the couch but not quite, maybe only because the author
got THE END written in a hurry, It also includes a turgid episode
where -~in blissful ignorance of medical ethics and the wording of
the Hippocratic oath ---a supposedly ‘reputablé medical man thought-
fully and kindly administers medicinal sex to the girl to ealm her
nerves” -- first informing the girl!s mother that this is the best
trcatment for her} (&&$#1) So read this book at your own risk and
mzke a liar out. of me, ' :

*JOMAN ‘ASTRIDE -~ Nora Purtscher .. -Appleton-Century, 1934,
’ ‘ "One of
those woman-disguised-as-soldier jobs, definitely pertinent.."//jhf/

WOMAN OF THE WORLD-~ Somerset/ﬂapgham. Doubleday 19373 Bantom 1951

(oripinal title THEATRE) " - : ; e

: 4 lesblan backer and financer, Dolly'de

Vries, appears in the background of the life. of the'actress Julie

Lambert, There is an amusing scenc between Julie and her husband

where he suggests how she:can play oniDollyts feelings, The whole
novel has the smart satirical tone of any Maugham novel,

VIOMEN VITHOUT MEN- David George Kin, Brookwood 1958,
. G e « @ HBrue- stories
of "lesbian +P¥¢ in Greenwich village' is the subtitle; the tone of
this book is found in the preface,.where.the-author baldly-states
T take my mental hygicne from Moses rather than Freud and have a
Mosaic¢ horror of homosexuality,'«Thisicollection of case histories
of real live lesbians® 1s a round-up of “the most famous literary
and artistic?” figures of the.past 50 years, but the.author parades
sordid picture after sordid pictupe without a glimmer of under-~
standing or real Insight....though hé sometimes shows 'a smug sym-
pathy for a few he claims to have "reformed" by something -he calls
Teultural therapy?, .He‘certainly makes homosexuality appear like
a Fate Vorse than Death, and thé writing is straight out of the:
Sunday Supplements and tabloids, Read it .and weep ~~but:i.read it,
My should I recommend a book I deplore so much? Because the
material is explicit, funny in plates, ,and presumably most of it
is frue, however viclously slanted,

WOMEN IN PRISON - Joan Henry, ~ Permanbooks 1953.
Extremely unsym-
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-pathetic non-fiction but very definitely pcrtinent, By a Woll—
thought-of social worker, this onc is classificed 300 - Social
science - in the library. //GD//

_VOMEN- VITHOUT MEN (#2) Reecd Marr. Gold-licdal 1956 -
' _ A naive, if not
too. intelligent girl of really rcmarkable swecetness is sent to a
woman's prison, -She ecncounters the usual hardening cxperiences;
lesbians of the police-court type; trustics and old prisoners who
viciously regulate the weaker inmates; sadistic wardens; well-
meaning but indifferent officials who have their own lives to live
and can't or won't do anything to better the conditions they are
thecoretically fighting, This too belongs rather’to the literaturc
of social:work and prison reform than lesbianism, though the lcs-
bian element in the. book is very pronounced,

WORLD WITHOUT MEN -~ Charles Eric Maine, Ace Books 1958.

' i : ' , Allegedly
science fiction, The men all died off fivé thousand years ago and
women, having no ‘one ‘else to love, love cach other, Believe it or
not, and in<defiance of all concecivable theories of heredity and

- environment, a few women still consider this statc of affairs as
"abnormal" and band together to crcatec a male birth, with the im-
blication that if successful cverybody will turn normal again
overnighte Another good cvening-waster,

WOMEN'S BARRACKS - Tereska Torres., Fawcett 1950 and reprinted
every year or so sSince then ~-~according to the latest edition
(it?s sold over two million copies, Bricfly for newcomers; it's the
story of women soldiers of the Frec French army and their adventurcs
in-and‘out of love with various men and with each other, 0Oddly
enough, it'!'s not bad, ' . -l wkine

YOUNG MAN WETH A HORN- Dorothy Baker, Signot 1953. -
A= 3 ' : Only a brief
cpisode in a remarkable good novel of jazz cnthusiasts,

e I

ERRATA,'ADDENDA'AND;SO FORTH

HETAL MONSTER, THE - A, Merritt « Avon Murder Mystery Monthly, ca
-1947% Wild adventure fantasy, onc brief lesbian episodc between
Norhala, weird pagan slave of the "metal ‘pcople" and Ruth, ‘sister
of the ‘explorer. Norhala steals the girl to "play with-her"; after
Norhala's dcath '‘Ruth weeps, saying "shc loved ne dcarly, -dearly®,
but significantly can remcmber nothing of ther time in the "Living
City" in'which Norhala is ‘the only human, ° : -
THE COLLLECTED POEMS OF H.D,« Evergrecn Books,' Grove Press,1957; -arc
very definitely rclevant, a few being paraphrases of Sappho,
though net including the famous "Swect apple" one. by H.H. :



THE PICTURE ABOVE represents your editor slowly going‘mad as she
tries to check, document and correct all the mistakes, false in-
pressions and the like which somehow slipped into the text of this
Checklist, Listed below are the reviews which got in too late for
the '"Checklist”, and addenda, errata and the like, llost: oft the
material herein’was provided through the generosity of Gene Damon
and Jeannette H, Foster, who with breath-taking kindness read and
‘annotated my rough draft, I was in a hurry to get the stencils"
cut, so the last-minute material 1s packed off here in the back,
Douﬁtless even this final bringiing-up-~to-date will bé obsolete
even before the last stencil has left the mimeograph,

- CHRIS - Sheldon Lord, Beacon Books, 1959. :
A ' ‘in expert conchologist,
nearly thirty, has lived for four years with ‘Dizzi .a ruthless and
utterly selfish egomaniac, ti/hile Dizz visits her family over week
ends, Paula cuts loose in the Village, drinks herself dazed, and
goes home for Sat, night with any giri who wants her --but all this
is told with restraint and' no undue revelling in bedroom detail,
On one such binge she meets Carol, who works in a marine museun,
knows Paula's work and is crazy about her, Nevertheless. Paula can-
not get over her infatuation for Dizg until the latter fouls. up a
very important fishing and diving expedition (for shells, that is)
that means much to Paula,Carol, hurt by Paulat!s vacillation, seems
about to marry a New England fisherman; Paula gets up enougﬁ spirit
to leave Dizz, as Paula has léft her, One rather hopes she and,
. Paula will get together again, //jhf//

CAROLA (see text for bibliographical data)

' In college a prying psych
professor digs up the memory of a time when teen-age Carola loéoved a
schoolmate but was-ashamed and afraid to do anything about it, In
view of the memory, the prof convinces her she is a lesbian, In



A0
horror she Jumps into an excessive affair with a man -+<communist and
boor -- who learns why she has accepted his attentions, damns her to
hell and back, and leaves her. OShe marries a Chinese student and

the major portion of the book describes her dozen nightmare years as
a Chinese wife.... //jhf//

CREEP INTO THY NARROV BED ~(see text for publisher, etc)

A "hideously
realistic’ novel of an underworld abortion racket that doesn't let
1ts operatives live if they try to get out of it, Main character
would risk his own life to get himself and a widow with twins away
but knows that his sister, a lesbian, would be exposed out of spite.,.'
ees''asthe tender compelling story of young Patricia(Petey) whose
love affair and gradual but complete acceptance of her lesbianism
is well told, Similar in treatment to THE HEARTH AND THE STR.ANGE-
ness in that the lesbians are superior to the otrer degraded
characters,

D.JSON PEDIGREE is ''so slight, and so vague in 1ts variance, that
most readers won't want it",.//GD//

HEROES AND ORATORS ~ (see text) This story pivots around Roger,‘the
narrator; his cousin Gib; a man of impulsive action; and Margot,
Roger's lesbian nelghbor, who is ",..,a blend of Stephen Gordon and

Jan Morale, but more human, more real, more lovely" Margot is

deeply in love with Ellzabeth a young girl who is married to Margot's
ex-husband, After his death, Elizabeth comes to livé with lMargot,

but nothlng overt is 1mplied - in fact, the opposite, Both Roger and
Gib fall in love with Hlizabeth, Gene Damon calls this the best

book of the last two years, '

HAVING JONDERFUL CRIME - Craig Rice, Jnd here 1 must humbly say mea
culpa, since I mixed this up in my mind with Home, Sweet Homicide Oy
the same author, - “Having ‘Jonderful Cfime® contalns a ‘mutty- Greeh~
wich village poet, /ildavene ililliams, Malone, the detective, finds
some vaguely threatenlng poetry signed W W in the murdered glrl's
room; he sets‘out to track her down, and finally locates her at a
Vlllage partyg cuts her out of the herd and with many stammers and
coy evasions induces her to tell about the relationship between her-
self and the murdered Bertha,

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY is not a whodunit, says Gene Damon, but sne of
Simenonts straight novels and one of his best,

INCREDIBLE TRUTH, THE - the events are remembered fifty years after
they attually took place, which was in the late Victorian perisd, A
man, N, was physically drawn to athletic girl M, but married E, for
her beauty and discovered this aesthetic passion more satlsfylng.
However, "he and his wife are never friends until E's old school
friend V, comes to stay with them; the two revive their school-type
passion and the man feels that he is brought fiuch closér to his wife
by this triangular deal, Then the athletic M, takes E, over (after
Vts death) which the man considers healthy and fortunate for his wife.
The "Incredible Truth” is that the man doesn't mind, but felt his
life enriched by all this femimine passion. //3ht//’
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LAST INNOCENCE - #You ought to make 1t clear that Paula is, through~"
out, involved in a lesbian ui‘fair, frankly but not indellcately told,
One gathers that she runs with a group of lesbians also, But she
breaks away in the end because of a slow~growing understanding with
a man, rather like Leo's gradual feminilzing in THE MIDDLE MIST,

RAINBOU HAS SEVEN COLORS 1is the Story of a 'fascinating PBarisienne
who destroys everyone around her, The victims include a lesbian who
loves her and a young girl who wants t0....//GD//

ST4GE FOR FOOLS = "this is about 'amateur college theatricals '—-only
the imported star is a professional, a lush trying to make a come-..
back," Her understudy has a lesbian room-mate ashamed of her own
desires ‘and trying to resist them and the two girls have a sympath=-
etically pictured intimacy until the understudy falls in love with
the (male? playwright, Unfortunately, the lush has been having an.
affair with this man too; when he shakes her slie gets revenge by
staging ‘an orgy at which she gets both girls drunk, persuades the
lesblan to Join her in seéducing the straight girl, and invites the
man to watch the show,...after which he breaks his engagement, -‘Vhen
the lesbian sees what she has done, she tells the man the truth, then
showts the lush and herself and tﬂe playwright and ‘straight glrl
marry. /gl ¢

OTRhNGE SORT OF LOVE =~ Randy ("and howl") Salem, Mid—Tower Pubs 1959
"I'm really surprised this was sold above the counter," says
JHF, .\ hack writer drinking himself down to skidrow because of the
death of the two f hig hundreds of) women he really loved, treats
himself to a lot of straight bedroom stuff as well as a Tlot’ of mixed
voyeuristic, sadistic etc sport of an offbeat type,: "Before he
gets married to his new girl she up and dies on him wnd which served
him 'right, say I, ‘Were I you, I'd save my 35¢", - :

THIRTEEN JOMEN ~ one of whom is a physician's wife who seduces a
young patient, puritanical and 111 from sex-repression,. When the
girl realizes "this new experience is sex too, she commits sulcide,,!

J4IT FOR: TOMORROW - about-some pint-sized Balkan state's court in*
exile in Mexlco, Monique, a reluctant lésbian, is first enslaved,
‘then-dropped by the king's lush mistress, Monique then begs the
hero, a nice young .journalist workirng in Public Relatiohs, to take
her- and free her from her curse, But she can't respond, In a bad
Jam, the mistress tries to recapture Monique, the girl thrusts hér .
away so- hard she falls over the balcony rail to a messy death...,"

THE MESH is reviewed at length in the Foster book, 1t secems, "In a
French family, the weakling son brings home a bride and the daughter
takes the bride away from him, /A mother dominates the whole story’
and tHe author indicates this-weakens son and strengthens daughter,
Quite good in a French fashionessee" //GD//
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THE VISITORS - Mary Mcliinnies; Harcourt, Brace, 1958, The review of

this in THY ATLAHTIC suggested it mlght be of interest; it 1s
also reviewed in the current LhDDER

Not Now but NOW} by Mary Fisher; a recent letter pointed out that
the "one leSbian episcde mentioned in the text takes up one
third of the book,

Another recent letter, received‘too late to be incorporated into.
the main part of the text, mentioned "quite a-bit of lesblan

content” in Ben Hecht'!s new novel 1The Sensualists!, and also that

theré 1s "a lesbian couple” in "The Bright Young Things" by A,

Vail,

Another letter this time from Margaret Ives, pointed out that

the character of Jo Ullman, in this month's Book=-of-the-Month«Club

selection, THE SCIENTISTS, is treated vaguely and equivocally,

but the trained reader will spot various indications that shé is

a lesbian, even though the author didn't come out and say so. "It

is too subtle for most readers, but thé overtones place this quite

definitely inside the variant category X

I can add of my'own knowledge that there is a lesbian--mentioned
brisfly as such, but playing quite an important part toward the end
of the story -- in Jay Deiss' THE BLUE CHIPS, Simon and Schuster
1957, Bantam Books 1958,

In the field of male homosexuality, a paperback edition of GIOVANNI'S
ROOM (by James Baldwin) is now 6n the newsstands, and I picked it
up and read it between stencils, It isn't for the squeamish, but it
is a tremendously moving story. “Incidentally, author Baldwin has
just won a Ford Foundatdpn award, Today (March 20th) I received my
Encyclopaedia Brittaniga "Book of the Year', and quickly checking
the categories of "English Literature! I notice that two books on
this list merited mention even in this exalted scholarly category; °
Mary Renault's THE KING MUST DIE, and Oris Murdocht!s THE BELL, Both,
unfortunately, deal with male homosexuality isn't there any noted

woman of letters (both Renault and Murdoch are women) who can write
this well of the lesbian?

ERRATA: due to a clogged stencil some copies of page 21 are not
clear; the first three lines should read; ",.acquire it) it is
apparent that they can appear in almost any childhood, and that
there is no reason why the shotgun pattern of whatever-lt—ls that
causes deviance should not fall throughout the entire range of
economic and cultural strata.,."

And last, there 1s a hair-raising true story of male homosexuals
in Chapter 10 of THE MiAGIC OF ALEISTER CROVLEY, by John Symonds,
Frederick Muller Ltd, London, 1957,

and this is REALLY the end of the checkllst except for the
List of Publisations on the inside back cover. WHEW

o g e

-


interestj.it

